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Jeffrey Alfier has work appearing or forthcoming in
Iron Horse Literary Review, Poetry Ireland Review,
South Carolina Review, and Tulane Review. His first
full-length book of poems, The Wolf Yearling, is forth-
coming from Pecan Grove Press. He is founder and
co-editor of San Pedro River Review.

Harmony Button has been nominated for a Pushcart
Prize and a Best of the Web Award. She received the
Larry Levis Prize from the Academy of American
Poets and holds an MFA from the University of Utah.
Her work has appeared in Colorado Review, BlazeVOX,
Fringe, Fiddleback, White Whale Review, and SLEET
Magazine. She is currently English Department Chair
of the Waterford School in Utah.
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and J. Frank Dobie: A Liberated Mind. His new book,
Dallas 1963, co-written with Bill Minutaglio, will be
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long-time curator at the Wittliff Collections at Texas
State University-San Marcos, which holds the literary
papers of Cormac McCarthy, Sam Shepard, and many
other writers.
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next book will be about Texas.
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ern Novels. She teaches at Lone Star College in
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and performance. His work has appeared in
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Storyglossia, and elsewhere. He is editor of the
forthcoming Arriba Baseball!: A Collection of
Latino/a Baseball Fiction. He teaches at the
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at Sam Houston State University, where

she specializes in Victorian literature. She
has published poetry in many journals, and
in 2001, she won the Small Press Poetry
Prize for Deep East. A graduate of Towson
University in Baltimore and the University of
Delaware, she lives in Huntsville, Texas.
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Colin Pope teaches in the English Department at
Texas State University. His work has appeared or is
forthcoming in Best New Poets, Slate, The New York
Quarterly, The Portland Review, and The Los Angeles
Review, among others.

Paul Ruffin is a Texas State University System Re-
gents’ Professor at Sam Houston State University,
where he directs Texas Review Press. He is the author
of two novels, four collections of short stories, four
books of essays, seven collections of poetry, and editor
or co-editor of a dozen other books.

Mary Helen Specht’s fiction and nonfiction have
appeared in numerous publications, including The
New York Times, The Texas Observer, and Night Train,
where she won the Richard Yates Short Story Award.
A Fulbright Scholar to Nigeria and a Dobie-Paisano
Fellow, she teaches creative writing at St. Edward’s
University in Austin, and can be found at
maryhelenspecht.com.

Larry D. Thomas, a longtime SAL contributor, is a
member of the Texas Institute of Letters and served
as the 2008 Texas Poet Laureate. He has published
twenty collections of poetry, most recently Uncle
Ernest. His New and Selected Poems was short-listed
for the National Book Award. “Coyanosa” is the title
poem of a manuscript-in-progress. Thomas lives in
Alpine, Texas, with his wife, Lisa, and two Long-haired
Chihuahuas, Pecos and Pinyon.

SOUTHWESTERN AMERICAN LITERATURE



Jack Vian was born in Houston and currently
resides at the Mark W. Stiles Unit in Beaumont,
Texas. “On My Father’s Farm” is part of an
unpublished chapbook he composed while
watching his father die from cigarette-induced
COPD. His work has recently appeared in or
been accepted by Rattle, Colere, Gemini Maga-
zine, Big Muddy, and The Coe Review.

Elisa Warford is a Senior Lecturer in the
Engineering Writing Program at the Univer-
sity of Southern California, where she teaches
courses in written and oral engineering
communication. Her research interests include
the rhetoric of science and portrayals of engi-
neering and technology in American literature.
She is also a professional technical editor with
a Ph.D. in English from the University of Maryland.

James Watson teaches at Baylor University,
where he is completing doctoral studies

in English. His dissertation describes new
routes taken by 20th-century novelists in
their attempts to communicate transcendent
meaning in the wake of a pervasive loss of
faith in language. He has published poetry and
fiction, and lives with his wife, five sons, and
one-eared cat on a small ranch in central Texas.
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