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USING SKETCH MAPS 

Maps are important tools of geographers.  But you may occasionally find it useful to 
make your own maps.  Sketching your own map can be a valuable study aid, giving you a 
better grasp of where places are located.  You can study a map in a book or atlas for 
hours and still not know where things are.  If you draw your own map based on what 
you see in the book, however, you will probably have a better understanding of the 
subject of the map.  You will also be able to remember it better. 

Of course, you will not always have access to other people’s maps, and 
sometimes you will have to draw your own map truly “from scratch.”  You might be 
having a discussion with a friend about a geographical area during which it will be 
helpful for you to sketch a map quickly.  Drawing your own maps might help you 
understand events you read about in the newspaper or learn about on television. 

How To Draw a Sketch Map 

1. Decide what region your map will show.  Choose   boundaries so that you do not

sketch more than you need to.
2. Determine how much space you will need for your map.  Things that are the

same size as each other in reality should be about the same size as each other on
your map.

3. Decide on and note the orientation of your map.  Most maps use a directional

indicator.  On most maps, north is “up”.
4. Select reference points so that viewers of your map can quickly and easily figure

out what they are looking for.  For a sketch map of the world, reference points
might be the equator and prime meridian.  For a map of your community, a

major street or river might be your reference point, or you might include a grid
labeled by numbers and letters.  Even maps of shopping malls indicate reference
points – usually by showing “you are here” next to a dot or an asterisk.

5. Decide how much detail your map will show.  The larger the area you want to
represent, the less detail you will need.  For example, a map of the world will not
need names of streets, but a map of your community will.

6. You are ready to begin sketching.  First, sketch general shapes, such as the
continents if you are drawing a world map.  If you do not know or cannot

remember exact shapes, you can use circles, rectangles, and triangles.
7. Now, fill in more details, as they occur to you – names of places, major land

features, and so on.
8. Do not spend more than an hour working on your map, and do not try to make it

perfect or overly detailed.  Many useful maps can be sketched in just a few
minutes.
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Practicing the techniques of collection and acquiring data will allow the student to prepare for higher -
level critical thinking, such as assessing, analyzing, and interpreting trends, connections, and 
relationships.  The goal in introducing these skills gives students the opportunity to practice  them with 
teacher guidance.  As students’ progress, they will rely less on their instructor and can become more 
independent thinkers. 

Acquiring Data 
Mapshots 

 

 

 

   
 

 

Mapshots:  A mapshot requires students to take notes or organize 

information using a template to include an appropriate map and 

designated space to record data.  By recording information using the 

suggested form, students are able to connect the details about each 

society to that society’s place on the map.  Once the details about each 

society are in place on the map, it is possible to identify spatial trends, 

connections, and relationships.  It is especially useful as a way to link 

concepts or events that occurred in different parts of the country/world 

in the same general time period.  This activity can be used at all stages of  

the learning process:  information acquisition, information processing, 

and student assessment. 

Analyzing Data 
Sketch Maps 

 

 

 

 

       

    

 

Sketch Maps:  This technique is quite useful in helping students see 

global patterns, making comparisons within and between societies, and 

developing a spatial perspective (the where, why, and so what?) that will 

give them a mental map of the world. 

Maps are important tools of geographers.  Sketching our own map can 

be a valuable study aid, giving you a better grasp of where places are 

located.  You can study a map in a book or atlas for hours and still not 

know where things are located.  If you draw your own map based on 

what you see in the book, however, you will have a better understanding 

of the subject of the map.  You will also be able to remember it better.  

You will not always have access to other people’s map; sometimes you 

will have to draw your own map truly “from scratch.”  You might be 

having a discussion about a geographical area during which it will be 

helpful for you to sketch a map quickly.  Drawing your own maps might 

help you understand events you read about in the newspaper, read 

online,  or learn about on television 

 






