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“I Shook Your Hand…”

Michael Abili
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When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
I’ve shaken her hands when I earned 

my BS in December 2013, MEd in May 

2016, and several events from 2007 to 

now (2022).

What was your fondest memory of 
�o�u�ঞl;�-|�$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ĵ
All the friends I made and experiences 

I got to be a part of the longer I’ve been 

at the university. From being a 1st Gen 

BiRacial young adult struggling to earn 

_bv�Cuv|�7;]u;;�-m7�0;bm]�-m�!�� bm�|_;�
u;vb7;mঞ-Ѵ�_-ѴѴv�|o�mo��0;bm]�-�	o1|ou-Ѵ�

student and working as an academic 

advisor 1 at the University. I’ve got-

ten to see people and parts of campus 

that most never got to see unless they 

were here as far back as 2006. From the 

football stadium expanding from a High 

"1_ooѴ�v|-7b�l��b|_�-�|u-1h�|o�-�|orŊঞ;u�
stadium; parking lots being dismantled 

for more green areas on campus; being 

-0Ѵ;�|o�_-�;�=�ѴѴ�1om�;uv-ঞomv��b|_�|_;�
Provost and President even in suites 

for Bobcat football games and watch-

ing President Denise Trauth navigate 

racial events on campus to keep every-

one united and progressing towards 

the dream that President LBJ and MLK 

�uĺ�;m�bvbom;7� =ou� |_;� =�|�u;ķ�;7�1-ঞm]�
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for a brighter and more welcoming 

present.

)_-|�7o;v�$;�-v�"|-|;�l;-m�|o��o�ĵ
Texas State means diversity and accep-
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mier school of the state and shining star 

for all in Texas.

Fenda A Akiwumi
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When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
2006

What was your fondest memory of 
�o�u�ঞl;�-|�$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ĵ
• Being part of a vibrant geography

department

• Receiving tremendous support from

=-1�Ѵ|�ķ�"|-@�-m7��oѴѴ;-]�;v
• Living next to the San Marcos River

and Aquarena Springs

• Making lifelong friends

)_-|�7o;v�$;�-v�"|-|;�l;-m�|o��o�ĵ
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my desire of obtaining a doctoral level 

degree



“I Shook Your Hand…”

Chris Alberts
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When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
2009

What was your fondest memory of 
�o�u�ঞl;�-|�$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ĵ
When we needed more players for our 

intramural soccer team we invited a cou-

ple of people out to play with us over 

a Facebook message (Facebook came 

out right when I started at Texas State 

in 2004. At that point, it wasn’t weird 

to message people you didn’t know 

0;1-�v;� b|� �-v� -� rѴ-�oul� =ou� l-hbm]�
friends). All of them were really cool and 

fun and a couple of them turned out to 

be lifelong friends.

)_-|�7o;v�$;�-v�"|-|;�l;-m�|o��o�ĵ
Texas State means a new start. A place 

to mold yourself into who you want to 

be while expanding your world view 

|_uo�]_� m;�� =ub;m7vķ� ;7�1-ঞomķ� -m7�
�m=-lbѴb-u� vb|�-ঞomvĺ� $;�-v� "|-|;� bv�
growth, excitement, and challenges, all 

uoѴѴ;7�bm|o�om;�0;-�ঞ=�Ѵ�1-lr�vĺ

Md Ali
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When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
May 2019

What was your fondest memory of 
�o�u�ঞl;�-|�$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ĵ
I was able to start over and was given a 

second chance for my academic career. I 

really wished I started at Texas State as it 

�-v�l�1_�0;�;u�|_-m�l��oѴ7�bmvঞ|�ঞomĺ
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It was amazing, I would love to give 

back some day when I get into my pro-

fessional career or even work there as a 

professor.



“I Shook Your Hand…”

Turki Altharman
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When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
Unfortunately, I did not because I grad-

�-|;7�7�ubm]�|_;��ouom-�bu�v�r-m7;lb1ĺ

What was your fondest memory of 
�o�u�ঞl;�-|�$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ĵ
)_;m� �� Cuv|� -�;m7;7� l�� Cuv|� 1Ѵ-vv�
-v� -m� bm|;um-ঞom-Ѵ� v|�7;m|ķ� �� hm;�� mo�
body. It was a new culture, a new place, 

a new environment, and a new life. I felt 

homesick, and I had culture shock. How-

ever, as soon as I had a seat, Dr. Hous-

man, who was a graduate professor in 

the Public Health Department, came to 

l;�-m7�v_ooh�l��_-m7ĺ��|� |_-|�ঞl;ķ� ��
was speechless, and I was extremely 

_-rr�ĺ� $_-|� _-m7� v_-hbm]��-v� -m� -ম-

tude I would never forget. 

�o�;�;uķ� |_;� Cuv|� |�o� lom|_v� �;u;�
extremely challenging for me because 

of the feeling of homesickness. I tried to 

give up and head back to my home coun-

try. In contrary, Dr. Williams, who was 

my academic advisor, helped me get-

ঞm]�ub7�o=�|_bv�=;;Ѵbm]ĺ��;�h;r|�;m1o�u-
aging me, reminding me not to give up, 

and to give myself a chance to cope 

with those feelings. In fact, all the pro-

=;vvouv��;u;�_;uo;v�|o�l;ĺ��m�-77bঞomķ�
two of my closest friends, who I knew 

in San Marcos, helped passing these cri-

ses. Thank you Mohammed Majida and 

Mohammed Alshehry. Without you all, I 

�o�Ѵ7�mo|�r-vv�-ѴѴ�|_;�m;]-ঞ�;�=;;Ѵbm]v�
0;1-�v;�o=�;m1o�u-];l;m|�-m7�rovbঞ�;�
-ম|�7;ĺ�$_-mh��o��$;�-v�"|-|;Ľv�=-1�Ѵ|��
members for all the support. I enjoyed 

every second of being a student at Texas 

State. I hope I can visit someday.

)_-|�7o;v�$;�-v�"|-|;�l;-m�|o��o�ĵ
It means a school and a place for good 

memories.



“I Shook Your Hand…”
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When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
2019

What was your fondest memory of 
�o�u�ঞl;�-|�$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ĵ
Fondest memories from Texas state 

bm1Ѵ�7;� l;;ঞm]� l�� mo�� _�v0-m7� om�
campus and always enjoying the beau-

ঞ=�Ѵ��-Ѵhv�-uo�m7�1-lr�v
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Texas state will always hold a spe-

cial place in my heart. This is the place 

where i grew into adulthood and met so 

many amazing bobcats along the way. I 

am the 4th person in my family to go to 

$;�-v� v|-|;� -m7� _or;� |o� 1omঞm�;� |_-|�
|u-7bঞom��b|_�l��=�|�u;�hb7v



“I Shook Your Hand…”

Jack Andersen
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When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
2007

What was your fondest memory of 
�o�u�ঞl;�-|�$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ĵ
My fondest memory was defending my 

Master’s Thesis in front of my commit-

|;;ĺ����ruo=;vvouv��;u;� vo� v�rrouঞ�;�
-v� �� Cmbv_;7� |_-|� v|;r� bm�l�� -1-7;lb1�
career, and they encouraged me to con-

ঞm�;�7o�m�|_-|�r-|_ĺ�$_;��|u;-|;7�lou;�
as a colleague rather than a student, and 

I was especially grateful to my mentor, 

Dr. James Pohl. I would not be who I am 

now without that nurturing experience 

that I had at Texas State.

)_-|�7o;v�$;�-v�"|-|;�l;-m�|o��o�ĵ
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coming academic home that I had. The 

history faculty were universally support-

ive of me, and they all challenged me to 

push my limits. I have far more fonder 

moments Texas state and then I do in my 

doctoral program.

�u-7�-ࢼom�7-���b|_�l��r-u;m|vĸ

Caitlyn Andrews
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When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
I shook President Trauth’s hand in 

Spring of 2019 and Fall of 2020

What was your fondest memory of 
�o�u�ঞl;�-|�$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ĵ
My fondest memory at Texas State 

�;u;� ঞl;v� vr;m|� -|� ";�;ѴѴ� �-uh� �b|_�
=ub;m7vĺ�$;�-v� "|-|;� bv� v�1_� -� 0;-�ঞ=�Ѵ�
school and San Marcos is a great town. It 

is one of my favorite places I lived.

)_-|�7o;v�$;�-v�"|-|;�l;-m�|o��o�ĵ
I think of Texas State and San Marcos 

as my home. It always be one of my 

favorite places and where I created so 

many life long friendships.

Ő�Ѵvo� b|� �-v� ru;��� 1ooѴ� |o� v;;� �u;vb-
dent Trauth around campus. I remember 

doing an early 6am workout class at the 

rec and President Trauth was there in 

the class too!)



“I Shook Your Hand…”
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When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
December 2010

Paige Armand
�b�bm]�bm��;u|_�)�ķ���v|u-Ѵb-

When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
2015

What was your fondest memory of 
�o�u�ঞl;�-|�$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ĵ
The city and the campus is just so 

0;-�ঞ=�ѴĴ�"bমm]�-|�|_;�ub�;u�7�ubm]�|_;�
v�l;u�-m7� f�lrbm]� bm�-[;u�]u-7�-ঞomĺ�
"�1_�-�0;-�ঞ=�Ѵ�rѴ-1;�|o�v|�7�Ĵ

)_-|�7o;v�$;�-v�"|-|;�l;-m�|o��o�ĵ
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place of friendship!



“I Shook Your Hand…”

Ahkilah Armster
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When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
2021

What was your fondest memory of 
�o�u�ঞl;�-|�$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ĵ
��� =om7;v|� l;lou�� o=� l�� ঞl;� -|�

Texas State University was the social 

events. It provided me so many oppor-

|�mbঞ;v� |o� l;;|� o|_;u� �o01-|vĺ� �� Ѵo�;�
Texas State so much. I literally watched 

LBJ get transformed. We had so much 

fun in the amphitheater.

)_-|�7o;v�$;�-v�"|-|;�l;-m�|o��o�ĵ
Texas State will always be home in my 

heart. I grew so much at the university.
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“I Shook Your Hand…”
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When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
December 2011

What was your fondest memory of 
�o�u�ঞl;�-|�$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ĵ
Walking to class at the quad is my favor-

ite memory. It is such a diverse campus 

and it taught me a lot, both inside and 

outside of the classroom.

)_-|�7o;v�$;�-v�"|-|;�l;-m�|o��o�ĵ
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have great pride in myself for going to 

$;�-v� "|-|;� &mb�;uvb|�� -m7� ]u-7�-ঞm]�
with my Bachelor’s Degree. Texas State 

University will always be a part of my life, 

and I hope that one day one of my chil-

dren will go to college there, or someone 

from my extended family. I always felt 

�;Ѵ1ol;7�0�� =-1�Ѵ|��-m7� v|-@ĺ���� =;Ѵ-
Ѵo��1Ѵ-vvl-|;v�-|�|_;�ঞl;ķ��;u;�-Ѵ�-�v�
friendly. I had the opportunity to speak 

at an internship seminar class for the 

Applied Sociology Internship Program in 

2014, and it was very rewarding to be 

able to share my experience with other 

college students. Texas State University 

helped shape me into the woman I am 

today; both personally and profession-

-ѴѴ�ĺ�$_bv�bmvঞ|�ঞom�_oѴ7v�-��;u��vr;1b-Ѵ�
place in my heart.
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When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
�;1-�v;� b=� ��(�	ŊƐƖķ� �� 7b7mĽ|� ];|� |o�

shake hands with President Trauth.

What was your fondest memory of 
�o�u�ঞl;�-|�$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ĵ
���-v�-�momŊ|u-7bঞom-Ѵ�Cuv|�];m;u-ঞom�

student, a late starter. I was 44 when I 

v|-u|;7�l��_b]_;u�;7�1-ঞom�;�r;ub;m1;ĺ�
I was so proud to walk on to that cam-

r�v�=ou�|_;�Cuv|�ঞl;�bm�ƑƏƐƕ�-m7�;�;u��
ঞl;����-Ѵh;7�om�|o�|_;�1-lr�vķ����o�Ѵ7�
];|� -� Ѵ�lr� bm� l�� |_uo-|ĺ� ��;u�� ঞl;Ĵ�
�� 1o�Ѵ7mĽ|� 0;Ѵb;�;� |_-|� -[;u� vo� l-m��
�;-uv�o=��-mঞm]�|o�]o�|o�1oѴѴ;];ķ����-v�
there. Throughout the years, I was able 

to watch our three daughters graduate 

from a college or university in Texas, 

including one at Texas State. 

��uvbm]�-�7;]u;;ķ��ouhbm]�=�ѴѴŊঞl;�-m7�
maintaining my home life was a true 

struggle. While at TxState I was diag-

nosed with an autoimmune disorder 

and I wanted to quit because it took so 

much of my mental and physical energy. 

It was a true struggle, but being on cam-

pus with my fellow Bobcats made the 

days there easier. I miss walking, what 

seemed like mountains, to my classes. 

I miss Bobcat Trail and walking through 

The Quad. 

�;1-�v;�o=���(�	ŊƐƖķ�]u-7�-ঞom��-v�
momŊ|u-7bঞom-Ѵ�-m7��-v�_;Ѵ7�-|��o01-|�
Stadium. I was so very proud of myself 

for making it to that day and walking 

across that stage with my daughters, 

husband, parents and sisters watching, 

it was the best day ever.

)_-|�7o;v�$;�-v�"|-|;�l;-m�|o��o�ĵ
Texas State University means strength 

|o� l;ĺ� �v� -� momŊ|u-7bঞom-Ѵ� v|�7;m|ķ� b|�
took all the mental and physical strength 

I had to complete my degree. And my 

professors were the support I needed to 

h;;r�l;�v|-m7bm]�-ѴѴ�|_;�ঞl;v����-m|;7�
to give up.



“I Shook Your Hand…”
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When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
2019

What was your fondest memory of 
�o�u�ঞl;�-|�$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ĵ
I had my son (who is now 2) my senior 

year at Texas State. I had some profes-

sors say I just needed to show up for the 

Cm-Ѵķ� o|_;uĽv� ,ool;7� |_;bu� Ѵ;1|�u;� vo� ��

could “be at class” while at home, and 

another professor allowed me to bring 

my baby with me to class. But one pro-

fessor actually allowed my son and I to 

stay with her and her family. They fed 

me and supported me and I was able to 

Cmbv_�l��7;]u;;��_bѴ;�|-hbm]�1-u;�o=�l��
newborn baby thanks to all of the sup-

port from my professors and others at 

Texas State.

)_-|�7o;v�$;�-v�"|-|;�l;-m�|o��o�ĵ
Texas State means I am able to support 

my son and do hard things. I love the 

1-lr�vķ� |_;� ruo=;vvouvķ� |_;� v|-@ķ� -m7�
the city. I gained so many valuable skills 

from the adversity I faced along with the 

love and support I experienced.

Marisha Bailey
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When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
May 2012

What was your fondest memory of 
�o�u�ঞl;�-|�$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ĵ
�� �;m|� |o� Ƒ� o|_;u� �mb�;uvbঞ;v� 0;=ou;�

landing at TxState and there are so many 

reasons why it felt like home for me. I 

love the culture, people, and my cam-

pus experience and I’m so proud to call 

Texas State my alma mater!

)_-|�7o;v�$;�-v�"|-|;�l;-m�|o��o�ĵ
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=uol� o�u� vl-ѴѴ� |o�m� -m7� -Ѵvo� |_;� Cuv|�
r;uvom�=uol�l��;mঞu;�=-lbѴ��|o�]u-7�-

ate with a Bachelor degree. This school 

allowed me to break barriers and prove 

|_bm]v� 1-m� 0;� 7om;� 7b@;u;m|Ѵ�ĺ� $_-mh�
you for giving me that opportunity.



“I Shook Your Hand…”

Anna Ballew
$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|��Ő	b]b|-Ѵ�l;7b-�bmmo�-ঞomő
�b�bm]�bm���vঞm

When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
2020

Raymond Beecham
$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ķ�����Ő�olr�|;u��m=oul-ঞom�"�v|;lvő
"o[�-u;��m]bm;;u�-|��11;m|�u;�
;7;u-Ѵ�";u�b1;v
�b�bm]�bm��bѴѴ;;mķ�$*ķ�&"�

When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
In 2019 when I graduated

What was your fondest memory of 
�o�u�ঞl;�-|�$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ĵ
�obmbm]���$��-m7�l;;ঞm]�-ѴѴ�l��]u;-|�
=ub;m7v� -m7� 1olr;ঞm]� -m7� �bmmbm]�
-]-bmv|� o|_;u� v1_ooѴ� =ou� 1olr;ঞঞomv�
-Ѵom]��b|_� Ѵ;-umbm]� lou;� -0o�|� 7b@;u-
ent companies out there. I also really 

enjoyed all the friends I met at Leader-

shape and all the great professors.

)_-|�7o;v�$;�-v�"|-|;�l;-m�|o��o�ĵ
I feel privileged to have gone Texas 

State University. I learned a lot about 

Ѵ;-7;uv_brķ�r-ঞ;m1;ķ�-m7�r;uv;�;u-m1;ĺ�
$_;� ruo=;vvouv� bm� |_;� ��"� 7;r-u|l;m|�
were always there for me and were 

always helpful and encouraging.

�b1|�u;�=ou���$�



“I Shook Your Hand…”

Hollie Bernhard
$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|��Ő�;-Ѵ|_��m=oul-ঞom��-m-];l;m|ő
"u��;]-Ѵ��om|u-1|�"r;1b-Ѵbv|�-|��	��m7;uvom
�b�bm]�bm��o�v|om

When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
2012

Jamie Black
$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|��Ő�boѴo]�ő

b;Ѵ7�"1b;mঞv|�-|�$;uu-1om
�ou|_��l;ub1-m�"-Ѵ;v��-m-];u�-|��]-uov;��;-7�$;1_moѴo]b;v
�b�bm]�bm��;Ѵ=-v|ķ��ou|_;um��u;Ѵ-m7ķ�&�

When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
May 16, 2019

What was your fondest memory of 
�o�u�ঞl;�-|�$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ĵ
I can’t pick just one, but my favorite 

uo�ঞm;� bm� 0;|�;;m� 1Ѵ-vv;v��-v� |o� ];|�
-�1o@;;�-m7�Cm7�-�t�b;|�vro|ķ�;b|_;u�-|�
Taylor Murphy, or tucked in a shady spot 

beside ASBS, and just be.

)_-|�7o;v�$;�-v�"|-|;�l;-m�|o��o�ĵ
Throughout my four years at Texas 

State I learned to appreciate my educa-

ঞom� -m7��m7;uv|-m7� |_;� u;-Ѵ� ro�;u�o=�
knowledge. I found my best friends that 

�bѴѴ�vঞ1h��b|_�l;�=ou�Ѵb=;ķ�-m7�l��ruo=;v-
sors taught me so much more than just 

the curriculum.

Texas State is where I found myself. 

�� Ѵ;-um;7� -m7� |o� Cm7� -m7� -rru;1b-|;�
beauty in the simple things. I learned to 

expand my thoughts. I learned accep-

tance, forgiveness and independence. I 

wouldn’t be who I am today without my 

experiences at Texas State. San Marcos 

and all the memories it holds will always 

have a special place in my heart.

Cm-Ѳ�]oo70�;�|o���� rov|�ub�;u�f�lrrov|�ub�;u�f�lr



“I Shook Your Hand…”

Andre BouMitri
$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ķ���7�Ő"rou|v��-m-];l;m|ő
�ovrb|-Ѵb|���uo=;vvbom-Ѵ�-|�)�mm�!;vou|v�)ouѴ7�b7;
�b�bm]�bm���vঞmķ�$*ķ��-v_�bѴѴ;ķ�$�ķ�"-Ѵ;lķ���

When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
I shook Dr. Trauth’s hand on May 15th 

o=�ƑƏƏƖ�bm�"|u-_-m��oѴ;vb�l�-|�l��]u-7-

�-ঞom�1;u;lom�ĺ

What was your fondest memory of 
�o�u�ঞl;�-|�$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ĵ
It was being a New England raised per-

son, entering the land of the unknown, 

but knowing all the great things the 

]u;-|� v|-|;� o=� $;�-v� o@;u;7ĺ� �Ѵvo� |_;�
opportunity of going to a Division 1 

school, compared to my undergrad year 

at a Division 3 school in the middle of 

|_;��_b|;�lo�m|-bmv� o=� 0;-�ঞ=�Ѵ� �;��
Hampshire. Texas State University was 

a state of mind with what the campus 

o@;u;7� =ou� �-�� o=� Ѵb=;ķ� -m7� _o�� |_;�
town of San Marcos allowed us youthful 

individuals live a proper way of life, with 

hmo�bm]� orঞomv� o=� 7bv1o�;u�� -u;� f�v|�
-� 0;-�ঞ=�Ѵ� v1;mb1� �b;�� -�-�� 7o�m� bm�

perhaps New Braunfels or going to visit 

|_;�1b|�� Ѵb=;� bm���vঞmĺ�$;�-v�"|-|;�]-�;�
me the opportunity to become some-

om;� -m7� 0;�;u� l�v;Ѵ=� �_bѴ;� -Ѵvo� _;Ѵr�
shaping the individuals I interacted with 

become someone themselves. It was 

always a great day to be a bobcat, and 

am around to represent the maroon and 

gold when I lived in Nashville, and now 

in my current home town in Salem, NH. 

Thank you for everything Texas State. 

Forever keeping that Maroon and Gold 

om� _b]_ĺ� �� 1-mĽ|��-b|� ঞѴ� |_;� 7-�� 1ol;v�
when “Texas State” becomes a house 

hold and respect name in the world of 

1oѴѴ;];Ľv� -m7�&mb�;uvbঞ;v� bm� |_;��ouѴ7ĺ�
�-|�ļ�l�&r��-|vĴ

)_-|�7o;v�$;�-v�"|-|;�l;-m�|o��o�ĵ
Texas State means alot to me, because 

I came from 1700 miles away and 

became someone amongst the majority 

of Texans. I shared my knowledges and 

my stories from the north and above the 

Mason-Dixon line. I enhanced the minds 

of my fellow Texans and became a Texan 

myself. Being in a town like San Marcos 

and learning nicks and trinkets of living 

-�7b@;u;m|�Ѵb=;�v|�Ѵ;�Ѵbh;���_-7�0;=ou;��-v�
just a treat. Being a part of an up and com-

ing University trying to change its image 

in the world of schools in the state of 

Texas and the south alone, it meant alot. 

To be a part of a great history of alumni 

alone it makes Texas State meaning alot 

to me. Just to wear the colors alone and 

helping the name of the school meant 

vol;|_bm]�-m7�u;ru;v;mঞm]�|o�|_;�0;v|�
of all means. It means the world to me 

to be a northerner becoming a part of 

the Maroon and Gold and taking on that 

challenge and successfully achieving the 

]o-Ѵ� o=� h;;rbm]� |_;� m-l;� -m7� rovbঞ�;�
u;r�|-ঞom�o=�|_;�&mb�;uvb|��|o�1omঞm�;�
bm� |_;�ub]_|�7bu;1ঞom�-m7�ru;-1_bm]� b|Ľv�
m-l;�bm�vo�l-m��rovbঞ�;��-�vĺ



“I Shook Your Hand…”

Kathryn Budde
$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ķ���m]�Ő�m7�v|ub-Ѵ��m]bm;;ubm]ő
�u-7�-|;��mv|u�1ঞom-Ѵ��vvbv|-m|�Ŋ��m7�v|ub-Ѵ��m]bm;;ubm]�
	;r-u|l;m|�-|�$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�
�b�bm]�bm�"-m��-u1ovķ�$*ķ�&"�

When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
Fall 2020

What was your fondest memory of 
�o�u�ঞl;�-|�$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ĵ
My fondest memory of my undergradu-

-|;�ঞl;��-v�];মm]�|o�rѴ-��vo11;u��b|_�
all of my closest friends and meet so 

many other athletes and coaches. The 

�|_Ѵ;ঞ1�1oll�mb|��-|�$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb-
versity will always have a special place 

in my heart. The Industrial Engineering 

	;r-u|l;m|�-v��;ѴѴ�_-v�o@;u;7�l��l-m��
tremendous resources such as mentors, 

-7�b1;ķ�-m7�|_;�orrou|�mb|��|o�1omঞm�;�
l��;7�1-ঞom�|o�o0|-bm�l���ĺ"ĺ�bm��m]b-
neering at the same university. It is truly 

-� 0Ѵ;vvbm]� |o� 0;� -0Ѵ;� |o� 1omঞm�;��b|_�
my professors from undergrad and now 

have them as key mentors in my life and 

academics.

)_-|�7o;v�$;�-v�"|-|;�l;-m�|o��o�ĵ
Texas State University will always be 

l��_ol;�-�-��=uol�_ol;ĺ����|_;�ঞl;�
I am done with my masters, I will have 

been here for 6.5 incredible years and 

countless memories.

$;�-v�"|-|;�"o11;u�ň�";mbou��-l;�ƏƍƎƔ

$;�-v�"|-|;�"o11;u�ň�
u;v_l-m�";-vom�ƏƍƎѳ
�u-7�-ࢼom��b1|�u;�ň�ƏƍƏƍ

�-|_u�m���77;



“I Shook Your Hand…”

"_;bѴ-���vঞѴѴov
$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ķ���7�Ő�7�1-ঞomő
"|u-|;]��	;�;Ѵorl;m|��ubm1br-Ѵ�-|��_bѴ7u;mĽv��7�o1-1��
�;m|;uv�o=�$;�-v
�b�bm]�bm��-m|-m-ķ�$*ķ�&"�

When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
���-v�-�ru;vb7;mঞ-Ѵ�-l0-vv-7ouĺ� ���-v�

privileged to shake President Trauth’s 

hand on numerous occasions. She is 

Ѵo�-Ѵķ� C;u1;ķ� -m7� 0ubѴѴb-m|ĺ� �� v_ooh� _;u�
hand at commencement twice, once for 

my undergraduate degree and again for 

my graduate degree.

)_-|�7o;v�$;�-v�"|-|;�l;-m�|o��o�ĵ
Texas State was an inclusive place to 

make mistakes, gain knowledge, and 

grow personally and professionally. 

�� Ѵ;-um;7� -0o�|� =;lbmbvl� -m7� -1ঞ�-
ism from Julie Eckert, about compas-

sion and empathy from Dean Garrison, 

-0o�|� _-u7� �ouh� -m7� v-1ubC1;� =uol�
�o-1_� �_bv_oѴlķ� -m7� -0o�|� bm|;]ub|��
and agency from Shannon Fitzpatrick. I 

�-v�v�uuo�m7;7�0��|_o�]_��Ѵ�rbom;;uv�
who didn’t judge my naiveté, rather they 

watched me carefully to ensure my falls 

were not from too high and that my suc-

cesses were met with humilty. Im fear-

less because of Texas State.

�;�-m7��oho



“I Shook Your Hand…”

"omm���-0u;u-
$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ķ����Ő�oѴbঞ1-Ѵ�"1b;m1;ő
�uo]u-l��m-Ѵ�v|�-|�&ĺ"ĺ�	;r-u|l;m|�o=��ol;Ѵ-m7�";1�ub|�
�b�bm]�bm���vঞmķ�$*ķ�&"�

When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
I shook President Trauth’s hand in May 

2015 and then again in May 2017!

What was your fondest memory of 
�o�u�ঞl;�-|�$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ĵ
���bѴѴ�-Ѵ�-�v�=om7Ѵ��u;l;l0;u�l��ঞl;�
-�;m7bm]�1Ѵ-vv�-|�&���-m7�0;bm]�0;-�-

ঞ=�ѴѴ�� ľv1_ooѴ;7Ŀ� 0��	uĺ�$_ol-v�	o�Ѵ;�
-m7�	uĺ�!o0;u|��oul-m� bm� |_;��oѴbঞ1-Ѵ�
Science Department. Their character 

-m7� |_;bu� |;-1_bm]v� �;u;� =o�m7-ঞom-Ѵ�
|o��_o���-l�|o7-�ĺ�+;-uv�Ѵ-|;uķ���vঞѴѴ�Cm7�
myself frequently thinking WWMPS 

(“what would my professors say?”) when 

1ubঞt�bm]� l�v;Ѵ=� -m7� l�� o�m� ro|;m-

ঞ-Ѵ� |o� v�11;;7� bm��_-|� �� r�|�l��lbm7�
towards. 

Likewise, I will also always remember 

|_;�;�1;rঞom-ѴѴ��=�m�ঞl;v���_-7��ouh-
bm]�-Ѵom]vb7;�|_;�	;-m�o=�"|�7;m|�v|-@�

and my fellow students in the Student 

Leadership Board. Without the Lead-

;uv_br� �o-u7� -m7� |_;� orrou|�mbঞ;v�
b|� -@ou7;7�l;ķ� �� 0;Ѵb;�;�l�� Ѵb=;��o�Ѵ7�
_-�;�|-h;m�-�7b@;u;m|�r-|_�=uol��_;u;�
I am today. I will always remember the 

saying we had to “have a healthy disre-

gard for the impossible.”

)_-|�7o;v�$;�-v�"|-|;�l;-m�|o��o�ĵ
Texas State is, was, and always will be 

l��=o�m7-ঞom�-m7�l��uo1hĺ���_-�;�1-u-
ried away countless lessons and experi-

;m1;v�=uol�l��ঞl;�om�1-lr�v�|_-|�vঞѴѴ�
contribute to who I am now. I am proud 

|o�_-�;�vr;m|�l��ঞl;�-v�-m��m7;u]u-7-

uate and graduate at Texas State, and 

1omঞm�;� |o� 0;� bll;mv;Ѵ�� |_-mh=�Ѵ� =ou�
having had the opportunity to meet 

every kindhearted spirit throughout my 

C�;��;-uv�om�1-lr�vĺ

�u-7�-ࢼom�	-��bm��-��ƏƍƎƓĳ



“I Shook Your Hand…”

Reece Caldwell
$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|��Ő��;u1bv;�-m7�"rou|v�"1b;m1;ő
�u-7�-|;�"|�7;m|�-m7�$;-1_bm]��vvbv|-m|�-|�&mb�;uvb|��o=�$;�-v�
-|���vঞm
�b�bm]�bm���vঞmķ�$*ķ�&"�

When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
August 2021

What was your fondest memory of 
�o�u�ঞl;�-|�$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ĵ
My fondest memory at Texas State was 

walking across the bridge at Sewell Park 

on my way to classes in Jowers Hall. 

�oohbm]� 7o�m� -|� |_;� 0;-�ঞ=�Ѵ� 1Ѵ;-u�
waters and across the way at students 

laying out on Bikini Hill brought so much 

joy to my heart. I always tell people 

TXST is a university centered around 

u;1u;-ঞom�-m7�v|�7;m|�v�11;vvĺ� �� Ѵo�;7�

how much care TXST provided for the 

environment, river, campus, and com-

munity.

)_-|�7o;v�$;�-v�"|-|;�l;-m�|o��o�ĵ
Texas State means home to me… I am 

1�uu;m|Ѵ�� ];মm]� l�� �-v|;uv� 7;]u;;�
=uol�&$���vঞmķ�_o�;�;u� ��1-mmo|��-b|�
to return to TXST one day as a professor 

in upper level Kinesiology courses. TXST 

became my home in 2018, and has been 

my home since. My younger brother is 

now a freshman at TXST and I hope that 

TXST always remains in my family line. 

I hope to contribute much to this uni-

versity one day, and will always and for-

;�;u� 1_;ubv_�l��ঞl;�-v�-� v|�7;m|� -m7�
bmv|u�1ঞom-Ѵ�-vvbv|-m|��_bѴ;�|_;u;ĺ



“I Shook Your Hand…”

Maida Camacho
$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|��Ő	u-l-�-m7�$_;-|u;��u|vő
$!����$"��uo]u-l��7�bvou�-|�$_;��-uubv�
o�m7-ঞom
�b�bm]�bm��o�v|omķ�$*ķ�&"�

When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
May 12, 2011

What was your fondest memory of 
�o�u�ঞl;�-|�$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ĵ
My fondest memory at Texas State was 

the environment and atmosphere. In 

ƑƏƏѶķ��o���;u;� vঞѴѴ� -0Ѵ;� |o��-Ѵh� =uol�
om;� ;m7� o=� 1-lr�v� |o� |_;� o|_;uĺ� �m�
nice days, I enjoyed my walks from San 

Marcos Hall to the Theatre Building. The 

beauty and scenery are the things I will 

treasure the most about TxState. Not to 

l;mঞom� 0�bѴ7bm]� Ѵb=;ŊѴom]� 1omm;1ঞomv�
and friendships that blossomed from my 

ঞl;�_;u;ĺ

)_-|�7o;v�$;�-v�"|-|;�l;-m�|o��o�ĵ
$;�-v�"|-|;�l;-mv�Ѵb=;ŊѴom]�1omm;1ঞomv�

and friendships that I hold dear, even 

�mঞѴ�|o7-�ĺ��|�l;-mv�vrbub|�-Ѵķ�;loঞom-Ѵķ�
and mental growth as an individual and 

ruo7�1ঞ�;�1bঞ�;m�bm�vo1b;|�ĺ�$;�-v�"|-|;�

means independence as well as appreci-

-ঞom�=ou� =-lbѴ�ĺ�$;�-v�"|-|;�l;-mv� |_;�
0;v|�ঞl;�o=�l��Ѵb=;�vo�=-uĺ

�u-7�-ࢼom��;u;lom��ň��-��ƎƏĶ�ƏƍƎƎ

Irene Campos
$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ķ�����Ő�11o�mঞm]ő
�vvbv|-m|�	bu;1|ou�o=�
bm-m1;
�b�bm]�bm���vঞmķ�$*ķ�&"�

When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
2013

What was your fondest memory of 
�o�u�ঞl;�-|�$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ĵ
My favorite memory at Texas State was 

|_;�Cuv|�ঞl;���l;|�l��=ub;m7vĺ�$_;�ঞl;v�
we spent together studying for exams 

or just taking a break. And also, gradu-

-ঞom�7-�ĺ�$_;�0;v|�=;;Ѵbm]�bm�|_;��ouѴ7�
knowing you were able to accomplish 

so much and knowing your parents are 

proud and smiling because of you.



“I Shook Your Hand…”

�_-uѴ1;;��;u�-m|;�
$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|��ĽƐƖ�Ő��0Ѵb1�!;Ѵ-ঞomv�-m7��-vv�
�oll�mb1-ঞomő
�Ѵ�lmb�!;Ѵ-ঞomv��oou7bm-|ou�-|�$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�
�b�bm]�bm�"-m��-u1ovķ�$*ķ�&"�

When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
May 2019

What was your fondest memory of 
�o�u�ঞl;�-|�$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ĵ
As a student there is a special level 

of excitement that comes with walking 

|_;�v|-];�-|�]u-7�-ঞom�-m7�v_-hbm]�	uĺ�
Trauth’s hand. Now working for Texas 

"|-|;ķ� b|��-v�;�1bঞm]�|o�v;;�|_;��Ѵ�lmb�
�vvo1b-ঞom�v�urubv;�	uĺ�$u-�|_��b|_�|_;�
��|v|-m7bm]� �;-7;uv_br� ��-u7� -|� |_;�
2021 DA Gala.

)_-|�7o;v�$;�-v�"|-|;�l;-m�|o��o�ĵ
�Ľl�ruo�7�|o�0;�-�Cuv|Ŋ];m;u-ঞom��bv-

panic graduate from Texas State Univer-

vb|�ĺ� �v� -� �bvr-mb1� ";u�bm]� �mvঞ|�ঞomķ�
Texas State has always felt like home!

"�����-uhv�"|�7�ňbmň�l;ub1-�ƏƍƎѴ

�-|ub1h��;u�-m|;�
$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ķ��")�Ő"o1b-Ѵ�)ouhő
$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ķ��")�ĽƏƔ�Ő"o1b-Ѵ�)ouhő
$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|��ĽƏѶ

o�m7;u�-|�!ĺ�ĺ"ĺ�ĺ�)oo7�ouh
�b�bm]�bm�"-m��-u1ovķ�$*ķ�&"�

When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
I had the opportunity to shake Presi-

dent Trauth’s hand Fall of 2005, and Fall 

of 2008.

What was your fondest memory of 
�o�u�ঞl;�-|�$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ĵ
The professors teaching in the School 

of Social Work were great educators, 

leaders, and mentors for me. By far my 

=-�oub|;� l;loub;v� -u;� |_;� bm|;u-1ঞomv�
I had with such a caring and inspiring 

cohort.

)_-|�7o;v�$;�-v�"|-|;�l;-m�|o��o�ĵ
Texas State is a catalyst within the great 

�b|��o=�"-m��-u1ovĺ�$;�-v�"|-|;�l;-mv�
“home” to me. A place where I grew, 

matured, and learned from a great team 

of professors. Proud Bobcat, Always a 

Bobcat.



“I Shook Your Hand…”

Allison Chambers
$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|��Ő�v�1_oѴo]�ő
����ş��oŊo�m;u�o=�$_;��u�o�"r-�Ő;m|u;ru;m;�uő�-|�";Ѵ=
�oŊ�
o�m7;u�ş��u;vb7;m|�o=�$_;�,;m7Ĺ�
bm-Ѵ�
-ul�ş�"-m1|�-u��
Ő=-ul�-mbl-Ѵ�v-m1|�-u��momŊruoC|�o�m;uő�-|�";Ѵ=
�b�bm]�bm���vঞmķ�$*ķ�&"�

When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
"rubm]�o=�ƑƏƏƓ� Ŋ� ���-v��-bঞm]� bm� Ѵbm;�
�b|_�l��Ѵb�Ѵ;�vѴbr�o=�r-r;u��b|_�l��m-l;�
typed out on it, Allison B. Gambill..... It 

was my turn....I step up and hand my 

slip to the woman....she announces, 

“Amber B. Gambill”.... I’m not sure what 

|o� 7oĴĴ� ��� =ub;m7v� v1u;-l� ľ����"��Ŀ�
from the stands. I said, “That’s not my 

name!” and she just shook her head and 

-1|;7�-ѴѴ�|om]�;�ঞ;7ĺ���h;r|��-Ѵhbm]�-m7�
when I got to you to shake your hand I 

rbঞ=�ѴѴ��|oѴ7��o�ķ�ľ$_-|Ľv�mo|�l��m-l;ĺĿ�
You said you were so sorry as you were 

shaking my hand and then I just walked 

0-1h� |o� l�� v;-|� 1olrѴ;|;Ѵ�� 7;Y-|;7ĺ�
�m;�o=�|_;�lov|�vr;1b-Ѵ�7-�v�;�;u�-m7�
it was thwarted by the name caller. Lol! 

���-v�ru;���v-7�-0o�|�b|�-|�|_;�ঞl;ķ�0�|�
b|�l-h;v� =ou�-�ru;��� =�mm��v|ou�� |_;v;�
days! The hard part was going back to 

l��v;-|�-m7��-bঞm]�=ou�|_;�u;v|�o=�|_;�
v|�7;m|v� |o� 0;� 1-ѴѴ;7ĺ� ���-v� 0b�;u� -m7�
ready to party! I’m curious if you recall 

that happening. I know you’ve shaken 

thousands of hands over the years, but 

_o��o[;m��;u;� |_;�� 1-ѴѴ;7� |_;��uom]�
name? I’m hoping, for the sake of others, 

b|��-vmĽ|�o[;mĴ��om]u-|v�om��o�u�u;ঞu;-
ment!

What was your fondest memory of 
�o�u�ঞl;�-|�$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ĵ
I really enjoyed my Psych classes with 

	uĺ�"ঞll;Ѵĺ��;��-v�om;�o=�l��=-�oub|;�
professors. I also enjoyed my Pop Music 

course and Magic, Ritual, and Religion 

course. I also met my husband when I 

�-v�om�l���-��|o�]o�Yo-|�|_;�ub�;u��b|_�
=ub;m7vĺ���0-u�|;m7;7�-|�	u-[��_ob1;�-m7�
Gordo’s where we had concerts every 

weekend. It was always a lot of fun!

�;��b|_���Ѳ-�	-mb;Ķ�o�u�Cuv|�oL1b-Ѳ�=-ul�
u;v1�;ĳ

Giselle Chapa
$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ķ����Ő�oll�mb1-ঞomvő
��vbm;vv�	;�;Ѵorl;m|��-m-];u�-|��-|-Ѵ�v|��uo�r
�b�bm]�bm��om|;uu;�ķ���;�o��;omķ��;�b1o

When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
August 2019

What was your fondest memory of 
�o�u�ঞl;�-|�$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ĵ
My fondest memory at Texas State Uni-

versity would be the last class I had with 

my English II teacher, Ms. Whitney May. 

��u;l;l0;u����-v��;u��v;mঞl;m|-Ѵ�|_-|�
last day, because I knew I wouldn’t have 

her as a teacher again. She had such a 

huge impact on my growth, not only 

academically but also personally. She 

always made class something to look 

forward to and I had never had a teacher 

who engaged with every single student 

and made them feel welcomed and spe-

cial. I will always appreciate everything 

she taught me and Texas State Univer-

sity for having amazing professors.

)_-|�7o;v�$;�-v�"|-|;�l;-m�|o��o�ĵ
Texas State means so much to me, 

because not only I was able to meet 

amazing people, I took classes that 

taught me so much with amazing pro-

fessors. It was a blessing to be part of 

v�1_�-��om7;u=�Ѵ�v1_ooѴ��b|_�-�0;-�ঞ=�Ѵ�
campus and welcoming people. I made 

some of the best memories there and 

will always have a special place in my 

heart for my school.



“I Shook Your Hand…”

Edgar Chiquin
$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|��Ő�7�;uঞvbm]ő
�b�bm]�bm���vঞmķ�$*ķ�&"�

When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
May 2003

What was your fondest memory of 
�o�u�ঞl;�-|�$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ĵ
��vঞѴѴ�u;l;l0;u�|_;�7-���_;m����-v�bm�
|_;� 1olr�|;u� Ѵ-0� -|��Ѵ7��-bm� -m7�o�u�
�uo=;vvou� �o7�� �b0vom� l;mঞom;7� �;�
�;u;�];মm]�-�m;��	;-m�-m7�|_-|�v_;�
was a woman! She was so excited and 

we were all very happy as well. I loved 

the community and family aspect of 

Texas State and that it did not take itself 

too seriously. My fondest memory at 

Texas State was the name Southwest 

Texas State and how the University at 

|_;� ঞl;� �-m|;7� bmvb]_|� om� |_;� m-l;�
change and also on how we were going 

7;-Ѵ��b|_�];মm]�lou;�r;orѴ;�|o�]o�|o�
the football games. My campaigns class 

was as a senior was to get more people 

to come to our games. I also remember 

going up and down all those steps to get 

|o��Ѵ7��-bmĺ

)_-|�7o;v�$;�-v�"|-|;�l;-m�|o��o�ĵ
It means that you never forget where 

�o��1-l;�=uol�-m7�-ѴѴ�o=�|_;�v-1ubC1b;v�
we all have to make in life to become a 

0;�;u�r;uvom�-m7�-�0;�;u�1bঞ�;m�bmvb7;�
the US and outside of the US. The dis-

cipline that a person must possess at 

any job and the family and friends that 

u;vr;1|�v�1_�-�v-1ubC1;�-m7�7;|;ulbm--
ঞom�0ubm]vĺ

!;-7��=ou�-mo|_;u�7-�ĳ

"|-1b;��_ubv|;mv;m
$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|��Ő�olr�|;u�"1b;m1;ő
	bu;1|ouķ�;�oll;u1;�ş��uo7�1|�	-|-�-|��-ঞom-Ѵ��mv|u�l;m|v
�b�bm]�bm��;7-u��-uhķ�$*ķ�&"�

When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
May 2015

)_-|�7o;v�$;�-v�"|-|;�l;-m�|o��o�ĵ
$"&�bv��_;u;���-11olrѴbv_;7�|_;�Cuv|�o=�
l��;7�1-ঞom�]o-Ѵvĺ���uu;m|Ѵ�ķ���-l�0-1h�
again for my MBA program. I love being 

a part of the TSU family!



“I Shook Your Hand…”

Griselda Conde-Holman
$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ķ���7�Ő!;-7bm]��7�1-ঞomő

b;Ѵ7�$u-bm;uņ�m-Ѵ�v|�-|��;-7o�v��;m|;u�=ou��u;�;mঞm]�
�7�1-ঞom-Ѵ�!bvh�-|�$_;�&mb�;uvb|��o=�$;�-v���vঞm
�b�bm]�bm�!o�m7�!o1hķ�$*ķ�&"�

When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
May 2019

What was your fondest memory of 
�o�u�ঞl;�-|�$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ĵ
My fondest memories always include 

|_;�=-1�Ѵ|��-|�|_;��oѴѴ;];�o=��7�1-ঞomŊ�
	uĺ��-bm;uķ�	uĺ� �oѴ;]uo�;ķ�	uĺ��v_ķ�	uĺ�
Lopez, Dr. Saunders, & Dr. Assaf helped 

l-h;�l��ঞl;�-v�-�]u-7�-|;�v|�7;m|�vo�
incredibly memorable.

)_-|�7o;v�$;�-v�"|-|;�l;-m�|o��o�ĵ
Texas State has always had a special 

rѴ-1;�bm�l��_;-u|ĺ����-m|;7�|o�-�;m7�-v�
an undergraduate but my parents pre-

ferred to keep me closer to home (South 

$;�-vŊ!�(őĺ� ���-v�]u-|;=�Ѵ� |o�_-�;� |_;�
orrou|�mb|��|o�-�;m7�-v�-�]u-7�-|;�v|�-

dent and enjoyed being a part of the 

diverse community. I hope to return to 

Texas State in the near future! Eat Em 

&r��-|vĴ ���r-u;m|v�l-7;�|_;�|ubr�=uol�|_;�!�(�|o�
�-|1_�l;�u;1;b�;�l���-v|;uĻv�	;]u;;ĸ

��l-7;�Ѳb=;Ѳom]�=ub;m7v�-m7�1oѲѲ;-]�;vĸ


buv|�];m;u-ࢼom�1oѲѲ;];�]u-7�-|;�-m7�mo��
Cuv|�|o�_oѲ7�-��-v|;uĻv�	;]u;;ĳ�"_o�bm]�l��
Ѳb�Ѳ;�=-lbѲb-�|_-|�_-u7��ouh�r-�v�o@ĳ



“I Shook Your Hand…”

Amy Condon
$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ķ��"�bm�
-lbѴ��ş��omv�l;u�"1b;m1;�
Ő
-v_bom��;u1_-m7bvbm]ő
�u-m1_��-m-];u�-|��m|;]ub|���ou|]-];��uo�r
��;1�ঞ�;��o-u7��;l0;u�-|��u;-|��m]Ѵ;|om��_-l0;u�o=�
�oll;u1;
�o-u7�o=�	bu;1|ouv�-|��-0b|-|�=ou���l-mb|��o=�"o�|_;um�
�u-�oub-��o�m|�
�l0-vv-7ou�-|��-u1_�o=�	bl;v
�b�bm]�bm��Ѵ�|;ķ�$;�-v

When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
December 2007

What was your fondest memory of 
�o�u�ঞl;�-|�$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ĵ
My favorite memory of Texas State was 

r-bmঞm]��r�=ou�=oo|0-ѴѴ�]-l;v�ş�1_;;u-
ing the team on from the stands.

)_-|�7o;v�$;�-v�"|-|;�l;-m�|o��o�ĵ
Texas State is where I developed life-

long friendships, learned how to be 

on my own, got engaged, I took some 

amazing classses & learned a lot about 

myself, and received a degree I am for-

ever grateful for.

Denise Contreras
Texas State University
$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ķ��")�ĽƏƕ�Ő"o1b-Ѵ�)ouhŊ�	bu;1|��u-1ঞ1;ő
$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ķ��")�ĽƏѵ�Ő"o1b-Ѵ�)ouhő

o�m7bm]��;l0;u�o=��-�;m�Ő";��-Ѵ�(boѴ;m1;�!;vo�u1;��;m|;uņ
�o�mv;Ѵbm]ő�-|��oѴ]-|;�&mb�;uvb|�
�b�bm]�bm�$�1vomķ��,ķ�&"�

When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
August 2006 & August 2007

What was your fondest memory of 
�o�u�ঞl;�-|�$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ĵ
�u;-ঞm]� 1oll�mb|�� -m7� Cm7bm]��-�v�

to advance ourselves as students. We 

were a cohort who graduated with 

our BSW in 2006 and with diligence 

-m7� -7�o1-1�� �;� 1omঞm�;7� o�u� v|�7-

ies together within the MSW program. 

�|� |_-|� ঞl;ķ� b|� �o�Ѵ7� _-�;� l;-m|� =ou�
�v� |o�]o�o�u�v;r-u-|;��-�v�-m7�-�;m7�
o|_;u� ]u-�7-|;� bmvঞ|�ঞomv� |o� 1omঞm�;�
our journey but as social workers we 

learned to advocate for something that 

�-v�m;;7;7�=ou��v�|o�1omঞm�;�o�u�;7�-

1-ঞom�-|�$;�-v�"|-|;ĺ

)_-|�7o;v�$;�-v�"|-|;�l;-m�|o��o�ĵ
Texas State gave me an opportunity to 

grow and shine. I was taught by profes-

sors who looked like me, which made the 

journey all the more real and accessible 

to me. It was a second chance to explore 

Ѵb=;� -[;u� v;u�bm]� -v� -� "|-@� ";u];-m|� bm�
the United States Air Force. 

I am a Mexican-American, First-Gen, 

���$ ��Ƴķ�-m7�(;|;u-m�o=�$;�-v�"|-|;ĺ



“I Shook Your Hand…”

Callie Corrigan
$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ķ��
��Ő
bm;��u|v�-m7�"|�7bo��u|vő
�-m-];u�-|�"|�7bo�"o_o
�b�bm]�bm��b7Ѵ-m7ķ�$*ķ�&"�

When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
May 2019

What was your fondest memory of 
�o�u�ঞl;�-|�$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ĵ
My fondest memory at Texas State was 

always the morning walks from the Pho-

tography building across campus to the 

Art building. The walk through campus 

�-v�mo|�omѴ��0;-�ঞ=�Ѵķ�0�|�v�1_�-��om-

derful remained of where I came from to 

where I was now in life.

)_-|�7o;v�$;�-v�"|-|;�l;-m�|o��o�ĵ
Texas State means so much to me. I 

worked so hard to achieve a goal that 

�� m;�;u� |_o�]_|��-v� rovvb0Ѵ;ĺ���� Cm-Ѵ�

semester there showed me that not only 

1-m���-1_b;�;�]u-7�-ঞm]ķ�0�|�|_-|���1-m�
accomplish any hurtle in life.

Benjamin Culpepper
$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ķ�����Ő�1omolb1vő
�1|ouņ$;mmbv��o-1_�-|�";Ѵ=��lrѴo�;7
�b�bm]�bm��;��+ouhķ��+ķ�&"�

When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
�� v_ooh� _;u� _-m7� |_u;;� ঞl;vĺ� 
buv|�

when I got my Texas State Ring via the 

Gold Book program. Second when one 

Ѵ-v|�loumbm]�-|�|_;�"!��v_;�1-l;�bm�|o�
workout as usual, and before leaving 

�� -vh;7� b=��;� 1o�Ѵ7� ru-1ঞ1;� |_;� _-m7-

shake. And Finally at my Spring 2015 

�u-7�-ঞom�1;u;lom�ĺ

What was your fondest memory of 
�o�u�ঞl;�-|�$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ĵ
�;;ঞm]�l��mo���b=;�-m7�|-hbm]�_;u�|o�
|_;�|or�o=�|_;�"|�7;m|�!;1u;-ঞom��;m-

ter, where I was a manager, and watch-

bm]�|_;�Cu;�ouhv�om��;��+;-uv���;ĺ

)_-|�7o;v�$;�-v�"|-|;�l;-m�|o��o�ĵ
Texas State meant a happy accident. To 

0;� _om;v|� b|��-vmĽ|�l�� Cuv|� ou� v;1om7�
choice. However by the end of my four 

years in San Marcos, I was obsessed. I 

]u;��bm|o�-�]u;-|�v|�7;m|��b|_�l�ѴঞrѴ;�
deans lists to my name, an avid member 

o=�|_;�"���-m7��bm]��om]��Ѵ�0ķ�-�7�ঞ=�Ѵ�
�ouh;u�-|� |_;�"|�7;m|�!;1u;-ঞom��;m-

ter, and a partner to my now wonderful 

wife Kaitlynn. Go Bobcats! Eat em Up!

���
bm-Ѳ��lrѲo�;;��-mt�;|�=ou��-lr�v�
!;1u;-ࢼom��b|_�l���b=;��-b|Ѳ�mm

��;���;����



“I Shook Your Hand…”

�f-�	-�b;v
$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|��Ő�_bѴovor_�ő
�;��+ouh��-��"1_ooѴķ��	�ĽƑƓ�Ő�-�ő
�b�bm]�bm��;��+ouhķ��+ķ�&"�

When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
2012

What was your fondest memory of 
�o�u�ঞl;�-|�$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ĵ
�-m]bm]� o�|� -|� !bo� (bv|-� r-uh� �b|_�

friends, having philosophy study groups 

at the local hookah lounge, and going 

out to the square on the weekends.

)_-|�7o;v�$;�-v�"|-|;�l;-m�|o��o�ĵ
A place that encourages discussion and 

allows you to express your thoughts and 

opinions.



“I Shook Your Hand…”

Jessica Garcia
$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|��Ő�;o]u-r_�ő
��"�"r;1b-Ѵbv|�-|�	;m1o��u;-�ƖŊƐŊƐ�	bv|ub1|

When did you shake Presi-
dent Trauth’s hand?
I graduated and shook Pres-

ident Trauth’s hand in May of 

2011

What was your fondest 
l;lou��o=��o�u�ঞl;�-|�
$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ĵ
I truly enjoyed learning 

about my culture at Texas 

"|-|;ĺ� ��;m7bm]� -� �bvr-mb1�
";u�bm]� �mvঞ|�ঞom� -v� -� Cuv|�
];m;u-ঞom�v|�7;m|�-m7�fobm-

bm]� �Ѵr_-� �vb� �-l07-� �-ঞom-Ѵķ� �m1ĺ� Ő-�
1o;7� �-ঞmo� bm|;u;v|� =u-|;umb|�ő� _;Ѵr;7�
me to get in touch with my heritage and 

learn to advocate not only for myself, 

but for others in a more meaningful 

�-�ĺ��;মm]� bm�oѴ�;7� bm� |_;� 
u-|;umb|��
led me to get involved in other ways on 

campus, such as PAWS Preview, Bobcat 

Awakening and even taking on a couple 

of on-campus jobs with the University 

"|-u� -m7��|_Ѵ;ঞ1v� 7;r-u|l;m|ĺ� ��� r-u-
ঞ1br-ঞm]� bm� |_;v;� ou]-mb�-ঞomvķ� �� �-v�
able to learn about my own culture as 

well as the variety of others that made 

up the campus community, making 

these experiences and friendships my 

fondest memories.

)_-|�7o;v�$;�-v�"|-|;�l;-m�|o��o�ĵ
Because of my involvement in cam-

r�v� ou]-mb�-ঞomvķ� ;vr;1b-ѴѴ�� �Ѵr_-� �vb�
Lambda, and obtaining my Bachelor of 

Science, this not only challenged my 

-0bѴbঞ;v� |o� 0;� v�11;vv=�Ѵ� -1-7;lb1-ѴѴ��
and professionally, but it allowed me 

to challenge the societal dynamics that 

�ol;m�o=�1oѴou�o[;m�=-1;ĺ�!;ru;v;m|--
ঞom�bm�|_;�-|_Ѵ;ঞ1v�C;Ѵ7ķ���"�Őbm��_b1_�
I currently work) and broader industries 

o=� �bѴ� ş� �-vķ� $;1_moѴo]�� -m7� �l;u-
gency Services are incredibly important 

to ensure our society becomes more 

;L1b;m|� -m7� v�11;vv=�Ѵĺ� &rѴb[bm]� om;�
another so we may contribute to the 

greater cause is what I strive for and 

�Ѵঞl-|;Ѵ��]-bm;7�=uol�l��ঞl;�-|�$;�-v�
State. I want to thank President Trauth 

for her example, as simply hearing her 

voice at commencement represented, 

for me, that women can ascend to the 

roles we deserve and together we can 

achieve excellence. That is what Texas 

State means to me.

ƏƍƎƎ�ň�"_-hbm]��u;vb7;m|�$u-�|_Ļv�_-m7��b|_�
l��]u-7�-ࢼom�1-r�7;7b1-|;7�|o�l��r-u;m|vĸ�
���1-r�bm1Ѳ�7;7�-��ouѲ7�l-r�v�uuo�m7;7�
0��|_;�|;�|�ļ$_-mhv��ol�ŝ�	-7�Ƒ�]b�bm]�l;�
|_;�)ouѲ7ĳĽ�Ŏ_o��1o�Ѳ7�-�];o]u-r_��l-fou�
��$�bm1Ѳ�7;�-�l-r�om�]u-7�-ࢼom�7-�Ķ�
ub]_|Ĵŏ

ƏƍƎƎ�ň�$u-7bࢼom-Ѳ�!b�;u���lrĳ

ƏƍƎƔ�ň��;-7v_o|�=ou�|_;��-ࢼom-Ѳ���;1ࢼ��;�
�o-u7�o=��Ѳr_-��vb��-l07-��-ࢼom-ѲĶ��m1ĸ

ƏƍƎƎ�ň�!;ru;v;mࢼm]�|_;�!bvbm]�"|-u�o=�$;�-v�-|or���-7-Ѳ�r;��;-h�
Ŏ|_;�_b]_;v|�robm|�bm�$;�-v�ŏ



“I Shook Your Hand…”

Pamela Holmes
$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ķ��")�Ő"o1b-Ѵ�)ouhő
�b�bm]�bm�"-m��m|omboķ�$*ķ�&"�

When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
2017

What was your fondest memory of 
�o�u�ঞl;�-|�$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ĵ
��� =om7;v|� l;lou�� bv� -ѴѴ� |_;� ঞl;� ��
vr;m|� 0;bm]� -1ঞ�;� -uo�m7� 1-lr�vĺ� ��
was an RA, a member of Delta Xi Nu 

��Ѵঞ1�Ѵ|�u-Ѵ�"ououb|���m1ĺķ�-�l;l0;u�o=�
H.E.A.T., a member of the BMB, and so 

much more. There was always so much 

to do.

)_-|�7o;v�$;�-v�"|-|;�l;-m�|o��o�ĵ
Texas State means home. It is a place 

�_;u;� r;orѴ;� 1-m� -�|_;mঞ1-ѴѴ�� 0;�
themselves or be the person they want 

to become.



“I Shook Your Hand…”

Ashley Knopp
$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ķ��-1_;Ѵou�Ő�ublbm-Ѵ���vঞ1;ő
�7lbmbv|u-ঞ�;��vvbv|-m|����-|�$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�
�b�bm]�bm�"-m��-u1ovķ�$;�-vķ�&"�

When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
I walked the stage in May 2017! It 

was a sunny morning, 10 am. Moments 

before I walked I kept wiping my gown, 

I was so nervous to be that close to the 

President!

What was your fondest memory of 
�o�u�ঞl;�-|�$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ĵ
��� =om7;v|� l;lou�� o=� l�� ঞl;� -|�
$;�-v� "|-|;� &mb�;uvb|�� bv� l;;ঞm]� l��
Ővoom�|o�0;�_�v0-m7Ĵő�C-m1;�-|�|_;��u;v-
ident’s House during Boko’s Block Party! 

He was an incoming freshman and I was 

a sophomore who was working Bobcat 

�u;�b;��-|�|_;�ঞl;ĺ�);�mo��_-�;�|�o�

kids (Malachi 4, Amari 3) who will be 

future Bobcats! Every day on our way 

home we pass Bobcat Stadium and my 

hb7v� �;ѴѴ� ľ��� ����� $��� �����$ĴĴĴĿĺ�
�-Ѵ-1_b� |u�Ѵ�� 0;Ѵb;�;v� �Ѵ7� �-bm� bv� _bv�
castle, and he’s always asking to go see 

it. Texas State will forever hold a special 

place in my heart. My life truly began 

here. I have started my career at Texas 

State in 2018 and I absolutely love being 

_;u;�;�;u�7-�Ĵ��m1;����o01-|ķ��Ѵ�-�v���
Bobcat!!

)_-|�7o;v�$;�-v�"|-|;�l;-m�|o��o�ĵ
Texas State is my second home. Texas 

State is where my life began. My fam-

ily started here, my career began here, I 

bleed and sneeze maroon and gold. 

My children will grow up hearing all of 

mommy and daddy’s stories. From foot-

ball games to RiverFest at Sewell Park 

|o�l;;ঞm]� Ѵb=;Ѵom]� =ub;m7vķ�$;�-v�"|-|;�
has made a forever impact on my life. 

Thank you Texas State and Thank You 

	uĺ� $u-�|_� =ou� l-hbm]� l�� ঞl;� _;u;�
memorable.

����o01-|�
-lbѲ�

Landon Lynch
$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ķ����Ő��0Ѵb1��7lbmbv|u-ঞomő
��l-m�!;vo�u1;v�"r;1b-Ѵbv|�-|�&ĺ"ĺ��ul�
�b�bm]�bm�$;�-uh-m-ķ�$*ķ�&"�

When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
2017

What was your fondest memory of 
�o�u�ঞl;�-|�$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ĵ
Walking the steps of Alkek down 

|_uo�]_� |_;�  �-7� om;� Ѵ-v|� ঞl;� -[;u�
Cmbv_bm]�l��Ѵ-v|�Cm-Ѵĺ����bѴѴ�-Ѵ�-�v�_-�;�
fond memories of the beauty of the 

rѴ-1;ķ� |_;� Ѵb=;Ѵom]� 1omm;1ঞomv� l-7;ķ�
and the relevance of the studies I under-

took at Texas State.

)_-|�7o;v�$;�-v�"|-|;�l;-m�|o��o�ĵ
Texas State means the world to me. I 

would not have the life experience that I 

do now without Texas State. From grad-

uate school, to my career, to my lifestyle, 

I owe it all to Texas State.



“I Shook Your Hand…”

�Ѵbvv��ou�-m|
$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|��Ő�v�1_oѴo]�ő
�b�bm]�bm�";]�bmķ�$*ķ�&"�

When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
December 2021

What was your fondest memory of 
�o�u�ঞl;�-|�$;�-v�
"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ĵ
I loved walking 

through our beau-

ঞ=�Ѵ� 1-lr�v� -m7�
exploring San Mar-

cos. I also loved 

being involved as 

-m� !�ķ� oL1;u� bm�
Student Alumni 

�o�m1bѴķ� -m7�
research assistant.

)_-|�7o;v�$;�-v�"|-|;�l;-m�|o��o�ĵ
Texas State is a place where you can 

enrich yourself, learn more about the 

�ouѴ7ķ� -m7� l-h;� 1omm;1ঞomv� |_-|� �bѴѴ�
Ѵ-v|��o��-�Ѵb=;ঞl;ĺ



“I Shook Your Hand…”

Mo Mounce
$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|��Ő�bo1_;lbv|u��ş��boѴo]�ő
";mbou��;7b1-Ѵ��m=oul-ঞom��-m-];u�-|��v|u-,;m;1-�
�_-ul-1;�ঞ1-Ѵv
Living in MD, USA

When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
May 2009

What was your fondest memory of 
�o�u�ঞl;�-|�$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ĵ
My most treasured memories at Texas 

State always involve the river! It was a 

loঞ�-|ou� =ou�l;� |o� v|�7��7bѴb];m|Ѵ�� vo�
that I could go to the river either to 

Yo-|� b|ķ� Ѵ-�� o�|� bm� "�;ѴѴ� �-uhķ� -m7� |-h-
bm]�l��7o]�|o�]o�v�bllbm]�-|�!bo�(bv|-�
�-uhĺ��m�1-lr�vķ� ���o�Ѵ7� Ѵo�;� |o��-Ѵh�

the campus! Despite the hills, I loved 

the opportunity to walk from biology 

to chemistry buildings (almost from 

one end to the other) as it was always 

such as welcoming environment and 

there was always this feeling of home! 

At Texas State I learned so many life les-

sons that molded me into the person I 

am today! Always a Bobcat!

)_-|�7o;v�$;�-v�"|-|;�l;-m�|o��o�ĵ
Home! I felt like I was able to be myself 

=�ѴѴ�� -m7� ]uo�� ;�rom;mঞ-ѴѴ�Ĵ� �|� l;-mv�

|_-|� �o�� 1-m� �ouh� _-u7ķ� vol;ঞl;v�
coming up short, yet persistence leads 

to success.

�u-7�-ࢼom�	-�ĳ



“I Shook Your Hand…”

"1-uѴ;��"lb|_
$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|��Ő�bv|ou�ő
�7lbmbv|u-ঞ�;�"r;1b-Ѵbv|�-|�)oo7-ѴѴ��t�brl;m|��olr-m�
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When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
2020

What was your fondest memory of 
�o�u�ঞl;�-|�$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ĵ
When I was elected as president of 

renegade roses. I felt so much support 

from my fellow roses and some of my 

0;v|�=ub;m7v�-m7��-v�;�|u;l;Ѵ��Y-�;u;7�
that they felt I would be the right person 

for the job. I loved being a part of such 

a great and genuine group of girls while 

v�rrouঞm]� |_;� l;mĽv� u�]0�� |;-l� |_-|�
=;Ѵ|� Ѵbh;�0b]�0uo|_;uv� |o�l;ĺ�"�rrouঞm]�
the rugby team was always rewarding 

because they’re so awesome at what 

they do! I miss being a part of that group 

every day.

)_-|�7o;v�$;�-v�"|-|;�l;-m�|o��o�ĵ
��� ঞl;� -|� $;�-v�

State was the best 

ঞl;� o=�l�� Ѵb=;� -m7� ��
wish I could’ve stayed 

there forever. The 

memories I have of 

my college years are 

my fondest memo-

ries and something 

that I will always hold 

close to my heart. I 

made friends through 

school, extra curricu-

lars and work (shout 

out Wonder World) 

that I will always love 

and hope to stay 

close with forever. My professors were 

amazing and inspiring (shout-out his-

tory department) and what I’ve learned 

from Texas State will never be taken for 

granted. Eat em up forever!

7;-mĻv�Ѳbv|ĳ�om;�-m7�7om;

7;-mĻv�Ѳbv|�u;1;rࢼom



“I Shook Your Hand…”

�-�u;m�"|o|Ѵ;u�";-u�-�
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�7lbmbv|u-ঞomő
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University
�b�bm]�bm�	-ѴѴ-vķ�$*ķ�&"�

When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
2016

What was your fondest memory of 
�o�u�ঞl;�-|�$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ĵ
Being the student body president and 

-ѴѴ�o=�|_;�orrou|�mbঞ;v�|_-|�1-l;�-Ѵom]�
with that. I loved being the “voice of 

|_;� v|�7;m|vĿ� -m7� -�;m7bm]� �mb�;uvb|��
1ollb�;;�l;;ঞm]v� |o� v;;� |_;�0;_bm7�
the scenes at Texas State. I also really 

;mfo�;7�l��ঞl;�bm��o7;Ѵ��u]-mb�-ঞom�
o=��l;ub1-m�"|-|;v�-m7�];মm]�|o�|u-�;Ѵ�
and compete with other schools.

)_-|�7o;v�$;�-v�"|-|;�l;-m�|o��o�ĵ
Texas State is the place where I got to 

branch out and discover who I really am. 

I met my best friend on this campus and 

learned many valuable lessons and skills.
�Ѳh;h�Əƒ|_��mmb�;uv-u�

�;�mo�

�rubѲ�ƏƍƎƒĶ�];࣌m]�v�oum�bm�-v�v|�7;m|�
0o7��ru;vb7;m|



“I Shook Your Hand…”

Mya Taylor
$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ķ����Ő�v�1_oѴo]�ő
�b�bm]�bm�"-m��-u1ovķ�$*ķ�&"�

When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
2021

What was your fondest memory of 
�o�u�ঞl;�-|�$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ĵ
�;;ঞm]�-ѴѴ�|_;�]u;-|�r;orѴ;�7�ubm]�l��
ঞl;� -v� -m�!�� -m7��ouhbm]� -|� |_;�!;1�
center

)_-|�7o;v�$;�-v�"|-|;�l;-m�|o��o�ĵ
Home

Paige VanMeter
$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|��Ő�v�1_oѴo]�ő
�;_-�bou��m-Ѵ�v|�-|���ঞvl�ş��;_-�bou��m-Ѵ�vbv�$;-l
�b�bm]�bm��bѴ]ou;ķ�$*ķ�&"�

When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
August of 2015

What was your fondest memory of 
�o�u�ঞl;�-|�$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ĵ
I have so many incredible memories of 

l��ঞl;�-|�$*"$ĺ�$_;�f�lr�bm|o�|_;�ub�;u�
-[;u��-Ѵhbm]�|_;�v|-];�-|�]u-7�-ঞom��-v�
probably my favorite singular moment 

during my years in San Marcos. TXST 

_-v�"&���-�_�];�rb;1;�o=�l��_;-u|�ş�
plays such a role in how I become who 

I am. I will be forever indebted to the 

incredible people of San Marcos.

)_-|�7o;v�$;�-v�"|-|;�l;-m�|o��o�ĵ
�|�l;-mv�;�;u�|_bm]Ĵ����ঞl;�-|�$*"$�

shaped me into who I am today. I never 

v|or�|-Ѵhbm]�-0o�|�l��ঞl;�bm�"-m��-u-
cos to anyone who will listen, even all 

these years later.



“I Shook Your Hand…”

Madison Young
$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|��Ő�v�1_oѴo]�ő
"uĺ��rঞ1-Ѵ�"r;1b-Ѵbv|�-|�(bvbom�ouhv
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When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
December 2021

Alana Zamora
$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|��Ő��0Ѵb1�!;Ѵ-ঞomv�-m7��-vv�
�oll�mb1-ঞomő
�;l0;uv_br��oou7bm-|ou�-|�)b�;���v;�l
�b�bm]�bm�"-m��m|omboķ�$*

When did you shake President Trauth’s 
hand?
2018

What was your fondest memory of 
�o�u�ঞl;�-|�$;�-v�"|-|;�&mb�;uvb|�ĵ
My favorite memory at Texas State was 

1;Ѵ;0u-ঞm]�|_;�;m7�o=�|_;�v;l;v|;u��b|_�
l��1Ѵ-vvl-|;v�-m7�"����ruo=;vvouv�-|�
Sewell Park.

)_-|�7o;v�$;�-v�"|-|;�l;-m�|o��o�ĵ
Texas State was where I felt most 

inspired, and where my ideas and aspi-

u-ঞomv�1-l;�|o�Ѵb=;ĺ

"1_ooѲ�o=��o�um-Ѳbvl�-m7��-vv��oll�mb1-ࢼom�ň�"|�7���0uo-7Ķ�
���-m-�ƏƍƎѴ



“I Shook Your Hand…”___________________________________________________________________ 

Kurt Atkinson 
Texas State University ‘96 (Psychology) 

Message to Dr. Trauth: 
   Dr. Trauth, I want to thank you for your years of service to Texas State.  I've always been impressed 
with you and have appreciated how you've led the university.  My only regret is that you didn't come 
to San Marcos sooner, so my wife and I could have enjoyed your many campus successes as 
students.  Thanks again for everything you did to make this school a better place.  Lisa and I wish 
you well in retirement - well deserved. 

Richard Caouette 
Texas State University ’82 (Speech Communication) 
Living in Houston, TX, USA 

Message to Dr. Trauth: 
   Denise- you have been amazing and an inspiration to thousands. God Bless and keep you on your 
journeys in the future! 

 

Susie Castillo 
Texas State University (Sociology) ‘78 
Texas State University (Developmental and Adult Education) ‘06 
Living in Seguin, TX 

Message to Dr. Trauth: 
   Thank you for everything that you did in promoting our university! I was there as a student and 
employee for over 30 years, received both BA and MA from SWT/Texas State and am very thankful 
for your work in taking our university to the forefront. Wishing you only the best in your retirement! 

Colette Cooley 
Texas State University ’10 (Psychology) 

Message to Dr. Trauth: 
   Congratulations on your retirement! Thank you for everything you have done to make Texas State 
such an amazing university! 



“I Shook Your Hand…”___________________________________________________________________ 

Lee Grogan 
Texas State University ’67 (Elementary Education) 

Message to Dr. Trauth: 
   Dear Dr. Trauth, My husband Robert and I would like to thank you for every act of personal 
kindness you have extended to us. We stand in awe of what you have accomplished during your 
tenure at TSU, and we wish you every happiness in your upcoming retirement. Best wishes for good 
health and harmony in your new life. Most sincerely, Lee Grogan 

 

Gregory Hamilton 
Texas State University ’82 (Criminal Justice Law Enforcement) 

Message to Dr. Trauth: 
   Thank you for your service at Texas State. Job well done. 

 

Miguel Henriquez 
Texas State University ’17 (Elementary Education) 
Living in Round Rock, TX, USA 

Message to Dr. Trauth: 
   Thank you for your excellent service to Texas State University. I remember shaking your hand when 
I earned my Masters in EC-6 Bilingual Education in December 2017. Hope you have a relaxing and 
happy retirement with your family and friends. God bless and stay safe. 

 

James Hudson 
Texas State University ’78 (Applied Arts & Sciences) 

Message to Dr. Trauth: 
   Thanks for leading the University to its current esteemed status in academia.  It will always be SWT 
to me (I grew up in San Marcos) but by any other name we’ll all be Bobcats Forever!  Enjoy your well-
earned Retirement! 



“I Shook Your Hand…”___________________________________________________________________ 

Melissa Hyatt 
Texas State University ’89 (Elementary Education) 
Lives in Lockhart, TX, USA 

Message to Dr. Trauth: 
   Thank you for your leadership and inspiration over the years, especially these last few difficult 
years. I graduated from Texas State, then Southwest Texas, and have been here for 32 years, so I 
have seen numerous changes! I wish you well in your retirement and hope you enjoy it to its fullest! 

Pamela Lemoine 
Texas State University ’93 (Applied Sociology) 
Lives in Dallas, TX, USA 

Message to Dr. Trauth: 
   President Trauth deserves all the accolades she will receive for moving my beloved university into 
the respected position it deserved. I watched with admiration the growth and advancement in every 
way that occurred under her leadership.  From my brother's graduation in the early 70s, to mine as a 
non-traditional student in 1993, to two nieces in the 2000s, my retirement in 2007, and now a 
granddaughter as a current student.  I've watched the campus and the student body change--and 
stay the same--over time, due in large part over the past two decades because of Dr. Trauth’s 
commitment to students first.   A well-earned retirement, happy to have her in the club. 

 

John Marambio 
Texas State University ‘69 (Mathematics) 
Texas State University ’70 (Spanish) 
Lives in San Diego, CA, USA 

Message to Dr. Trauth: 
   Muchisimas gracias, Senora Presidente! Vaya con Dios! Dr. John L Marambio, BA 1969, MA 1970, 
PhD 1979 (Texas Tech, sorry! lol) 

 

Vernon McDonald, Jr. 
Texas State University ’75 (Physical Education) 

Message to Dr. Trauth: 
   While my dad couldn’t believe that Texas State would hire a 'girl' to be President, I think you have 
done a great job. And I’m sure my dad would think so too. Congratulations and enjoy your retirement. 
Donny McDonald 



“I Shook Your Hand…”___________________________________________________________________ 

Becky Miller 
Texas State University ’14 (Applied Arts & Sciences) 
Lives in Beeville, TX, USA 

Message to Dr. Trauth: 
   It is such an honor to be a Bobcat alumnus.  I cherished my time at TXST and love reading all the 
exciting updates as the university continues to grow.  Enjoy your retirement knowing you've earned 
the rest and taken the university to places no one could have imagined.  No one EVER can call Texas 
State "the party school" again!  Thank you for your focused determination while at the helm. 

 

Neal Newberry 
Texas State University ’71 (Business Administration) 
Lives in Austin, TX, USA 

Message to Dr. Trauth: 
   My sincere appreciation to you for making MY Alma Mater the outstanding institution it is today. 
One of my most cherished possessions is a picture of my older son receiving his BBA diploma from 
you in the very first class to graduate as TEXAS STATE UNIVERSITY!!! I had the pleasure of meeting 
you when you were new to our University at Threadgill's in South Austin. May retirement be 
EVERYTHING you deserve and MORE! Sincerely, Neal W. Newberry 

 

Chidinma Okoro 
Texas State University ’07 (Mass Communication – Advertising) 
Lives in Katy, TX, USA 

Message to Dr. Trauth: 
   I just love you! I remember when you came to my class and congratulated our AAF team in our 
winning Yahoo campaign! I soo appreciated it and it meant so much to see an influential woman like 
you growing up! Thank you 

Kathleen Petitt 
Texas State University ’67 (English) 

Message to Dr. Trauth: 
   Words cannot express our deep gratitude for all you have done for this university. Pride has always 
been felt when we have mentioned that this is the place that we attended but you have elevated that 
pride to a new dimension! From the small teachers' college on the hill to the large university it is 
today is an amazing accomplishment. So, we thank you so very much for the academic success and 
certainly for helping it to remain one of the prettiest and friendliest of campuses of all! Our love, 
pride and thanks, Richard and Kathy Petitt 



“I Shook Your Hand…”___________________________________________________________________ 

Rodney Rohde 
Texas State University ’90 (Microbiology) 
Texas State University ’92 (Biology) 
Texas State University ’10 (Adult, Professional, and Community Ed) 
Lives in Kyle, TX, USA 

Message to Dr. Trauth: 
   I like to tell all of my friends and students that Dr. Trauth and I started our journey together. After 
getting my BS in microbiology (1990) and MS in biology/virology (1992) from "SWT," I started my life 
as a public health microbiologist and molecular epidemiologist at the Texas Department of State 
Health Services and Zoonosis Control Division with two stints at CDC. In 2002, after a decade of 
being away from San Marcos, I came home to join the College of Health Professions as a new 
Assistant Professor in the Clinical Laboratory Science Program. President Trauth started around the 
same time I did as a professor and before I knew it, we were Texas State University. And, before I 
knew it, here we are together 20 years later, and she is retiring. I am SO PROUD of my alma mater 
and the progress we have made with President's Trauth leadership and team. The campus is almost 
unrecognizable from when I walked this hill as a 1st generation freshman from the small town of 
Smithville, TX. Thank you so much Dr. Trauth for making every day in those 20 years a place I have 
loved coming to work. I am going to miss you around campus, and I hope you will stay connected. 
Have a wonderful and well-deserved retirement! Once a Bobcat, always a Bobcat! #EatEmUpCats as 
we transition to #TXSTNext! 

 

Diana Schick 
Texas State University ’71 (Family and Consumer Science) 
Lives in San Antonio, TX, USA 

Message to Dr. Trauth: 
   What an extraordinary gift you have been to Texas State, especially with your tireless efforts to 
encourage students to pursue academic excellence while keeping TSU a university that offers higher 
education to many that would not otherwise get it. And you are just a fun person to know with your 
smile that lights up a room and your ability to relax or energetically pursue goals and MAKE them 
happen. I look forward to seeing you on campus in the months ahead. We are so glad you are staying 
in Texas where you have become so dearly loved. 

 

Celia Sobey 
Texas State University ’04 (Applied Arts and Sciences) 

Message to Dr. Trauth: 
   Thank you for your leadership, professionalism, dedication and commitment to Texas State 
University.  Wishing you well in your future endeavors.  Keep the faith. 



“I Shook Your Hand…”___________________________________________________________________ 

Dennis Thumann 
Texas State University ’75 (History) 
Lives in Lone Tree, CO, USA 

Message to Dr. Trauth: 
   Thank you so much for your visionary leadership for the past 20 years.  My beloved University has 
achieved such greatness I could only have dreamt of back in 1975.  Your contributions have far 
surpassed your predecessors.  We are going to miss you but hope you have the very best in the 
future, you have earned it.  Thanks. Dennis Thumann, Class of 75 

 

Eddie Williams 
Texas State University ’04 (Secondary Education) 
Lives in Pahrump, NV, USA 

Message to Dr. Trauth: 
   Hello Dr. Trauth, I want to thank you for everything you accomplished as an exceptional leader, and 
president of Texas State University. I have accomplished so much in life since I graduated with my 
Masters in Education. I want to thank you Dr. Trauth personally for raising the academic bar higher 
and challenging the Bobcat students to reach the higher standards. 

 

Barry Woitena 
Texas State University ’77 (Computer Science) 
Lives in Boerne, TX, USA 

Message to Dr. Trauth: 
   Thank you for all you have done to better Texas State. 






