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(from the president’s desk)

Dear Friends,

Itis fitting that we focus this issue on
the performing arts at Texas State University,
where for many years our faculty, staff,
and students have showcased their
extraordinary talents.

The opening of our magnificent Performing
Arts Center, which features venues for theatre,
dance, and music productions, ushers in a new
era for our performers at Texas State. Our
performing artists have long enjoyed a strong
national reputation and they now have superb
facilities to complement their talents.

The center also features an astonishing
work of art called the Texas Door, crafted by
Spanish sculptor Miguel Zapata. The giant
bronze door hangs on the building’s facade, and
includes vignettes depicting several significant
periods in Texas history.

Of course, this center would not have come
to fruition had it not been for the generosity
of our donors, in particular, Dr. Patti Strickel
Harrison, a true Texas State “Hero” and
longtime advocate of the arts. Heroes are
donors who have given $1 million or more
to the university.

Patti’s devotion to the arts and
commitment to Texas State are unparalleled,
and the university is extremely fortunate

to have her as a dear friend. It is entirely
appropriate that the new theatre will bear her
name. Additionally, three separate “tribute
walls” within the center have been constructed
to acknowledge the many donors to the College
of Fine Arts and Communication.

But this issue isn’t just about the
Performing Arts Center. Texas State has a
robust portfolio of activities associated with
the performing arts, from dance and music to
acting and directing. In this issue you will find
stories about some of our programs, alumni who
have moved on to artistic careers, the art that
adds character to our campus, and profiles of
some of our talented faculty.

We are eager to create greater awareness
of the performing arts at Texas State, where
we have yet another reason to celebrate the
many good things that are happening at
our university.

Sincerely,

Denise M. Trauth
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Fritz Hanselmann of Texas State University, JaékIrion and Chris Horrell, a Texas State alumnus, monitor underwater activity in the control cab
of the E/V Nautilus as they document a 19th-century shipwreck in the Gulf of Mexico. The shipwreck was found at a depth of more than 4,300 feet.

Monterrey Shipwreck

Dreams of pirates meet
reality in underwater
explorations

Unlike most kids, Fritz Hanselmann never outgrew fantasies about pirates. Instead, the
underwater archaeologist is living his childhood dream, breathing life into history and
solving such mysteries as the Monterrey Shipwreck near Galveston, which he explored
in July 2013.

Hanselmann learned to swim at age 3. His grandfather later taught him to hold his
breath by tying golf balls in a sock, tossing it into the Gulf of Mexico and sending Fritz
toretrieve it.

All things aquatic fascinated the youngster. So did history, especially the Age of
Discovery and such sea-faring adventurers as Leif Erickson and Christopher Columbus.

“When I realized you can combine those two passions and make aliving, I figured I
should,” says Hanselmann, who joined Texas State University three years ago as research
faculty and chief underwater archaeologist and dive training officer.

His finds include privateer Capt. William Kidd’s Quedagh Merchant, sunk in 1699
near the Dominican Republic, and ships and cannons Capt. Henry Morgan lost in 1671
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off Panama during the largest pirate
invasion in history.

The Kidd dives, when Hanselmann was
lecturer/field research director with the
Indiana University Office of Underwater
Science, were featured in the 2008 National
Geographic documentary Shipwreck!
Captain Kidd.

Hanselmann also appears in the
documentary The Unsinkable Henry
Morgan, which premiered January 2013
at the Sundance Film Festival. It has since
aired on the Sundance Channel.

The Monterrey Shipwreck, named for
anearby reef about 170 miles southeast
of Galveston, sits more than three-
quarters of a mile below the surface — the
deepest in North America investigated
by archaeologists. The deep underwater
explorations employ a remotely operated
underwater vehicle, or ROV.

Hanselmann is one of three principal
investigators of the Monterrey Shipwreck
Project, involving about 40 scientists and
researchers aboard National Geographic
Explorer-in-Residence Dr. Robert Ballard’s
E/V Nautilus.

Another principal investigator is Dr.
Christopher Horrell, a 1995 Texas State

alumnus who received a bachelor of arts
degree in anthropology with a focus on
archaeology. He is a historic preservation
officer with the Bureau of Safety and
Environmental Enforcement.

“We have innumerable examples of
archaeological sites offshore that range in
age from prehistory to historic shipwrecks;
spanning 500 years of history. My chiefrole
is to ensure that these sites are identified
and that protective measures are in place
so that no harm comes to these sites during
the exploration, development, production,
and decommissioning of offshore energy
resources and facilities,” Horrell says.

“The Monterrey Shipwreck as it
is known is one of several fascinating
examples of the maritime history and
culture of the Gulf of Mexico. Documenting
an archaeological site such as this one (the
ship, its material culture, and its context)
allows us as anthropologists to study the
geopolitical and socioeconomic forces at
work during this period that helped shape
the region, our nation, and other nations
that border the Gulf of Mexico today.”

Hanselmann chronicled the
eight-day exploration on the National
Geographic website: “As the ROVs descend




“You can read about accounts in books, but when

we are on an archaeological project we actually

are physically relating with that time period,

interacting with the past and recovering artifacts

used by people like Henry Morgan and privateers

in the Gulf of Mexico. It makes history tangible.”

into the dark waters of the Gulf of Mexico,
their lights open our eyes to a foreign

world thousands of feet below us: inner

space as it were,” Hanselmann wrote on
newswatch.nationalgeographic.com/author/
fhanselmann. “Out of the darkness at a depth
of more than 4,300 feet, a shadowy form
emerges and yields an eerily intact shipwreck
resting on the soft silt of the sea floor. Its
haunting beauty hints at the secrets that it could
reveal regarding its mysterious history.”

Armed with cannons and at least two
stacks of muskets, the Monterrey Shipwreck
is thought to be a privateer or a merchant
escort caught in a storm with two unarmed
ships found a few miles away.

“We are working on identifying the ships
right now,” Hanselmann says. “My best guess
is that they date between 1790 and 1820.
Once we get the artifacts cleaned up, they can
give us a window of dates from which we can
conduct research for ships wrecked around
that time.

“Several hundred privateers were in
the Gulf of Mexico in that period. The U.S.
had just won independence from England,
Mexico was fighting Spain and the French
were about to sell their colonies in America to
the U.S. in the Louisiana Purchase.

“Privateers were a way infant nations
could protect their waters. One of the most
famous was Jean Lafitte helping the U.S. in
the War of 1812, smack dab in the time frame
for the shipwrecks.”

The more than 60 artifacts recovered
included firearms, a telescope with a lens cap
and a leather sheath, sextant (a navigational
instrument that uses celestial bodies for
positioning), compass, toothbrush, cups,
liquor bottles, china from Britain and
ceramics from Mexico.

Two bottles containing ginger fired
Hanselmann’s imagination. “It’s used to

— Fritz Hanselmann

ward off seasickness,” he says. “Ginger ale
and saltines — that’s what we got when we
were kids. That speaks to the crew.”

There probably were no survivors among
the ships’ crews of 60 to more than 100 each,
he adds.

“Investigating shipwrecks that have
never before been seen is fascinating.

The moment of discovery is awesome,”
Hanselmann says. “You can read about
accounts in books, but when we are on

an archaeological project we actually are
physically relating with that time period,
interacting with the past and recovering
artifacts used by people like Henry Morgan
and privateers in the Gulf of Mexico. It makes
history tangible.”

Texas State is the custodian of the
artifacts, which are undergoing a tedious
preservation process that may take
several years at Texas A&M University’s
Cultural Resources Laboratory at its
Riverside Campus in College Station. They
may be stored at Texas State’s Center for
Archaeological Studies.

“Hopefully they will be exhibited at
amuseum so the general public can get
a glimpse of life on a ship in the Gulf of
Mexico at the turn of the 19th century and
experience the excitement we had when we
recovered them at sea.”

Shell Oil Co. identified the sites during
asonar survey in 2011. A National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
research vessel confirmed them in 2012.

The project is a collaboration of Texas
State’s Meadows Center for Water and
the Environment, the Texas Historical
Commission, the University of Rhode Island
and agencies including NOAA’s Office of
National Marine Sanctuaries and Office of
Ocean Exploration and Research. Funds

The crew of the Exploration Vessel Nautilus recover an
undersea ‘elevator’ carrying artifacts from the wreckage.

came from private sources including the
Harte Family Foundation, Way Family
Foundation and Houston Endowment.

The Monterrey Shipwreck fits in with
The Meadows Center’s role in aquatic
resource management by studying how
people used water, including as a medium for
travel, and how best to use those resources
today, Hanselmann says.

“Texas State is the only university I
know of in the country that owns a dive
site, Spring Lake,” he says. “It’s crystal clear
with a 60-foot visibility and 72 degrees year
round — the perfect place to train students in
underwater diving and data acquisition. At
other universities, students may practice all
semester in a pool and go on one dive. Here
we dive every week.”

Hanselmann’s ongoing projects include
exploring underwater caves in Mexico and
locating and surveying Spanish shipwrecks
off Colombia for the government’s database.
He hopes to raise funds to retrieve artifacts
from the other two vessels near the
Monterrey Shipwreck in 2014.

Those dreams of pirates never end.

— John Goodspeed | Photos by Alan Franks,
Ocean Exploration Trust/The Meadows Center for
Water and the Environment, Texas State University
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Super Bowl sensations

Texas State alums make their mark in TV ads

Don Jeanes \ Jesse Heiman
\

Two Texas State University alums starred during the 2013 Super Bowl,
but they didn’t play a down. Instead, they played a cowboy and a nerd
in two of the TV broadcast’s most popular commercials.
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Maybe because he was the only actor
auditioning for the part who nuzzled

his co-star, Don Jeanes, who grew up on
aranch near Humble, appeared as the
cowboy who bonded for life with a young
Clydesdale in Budweiser’s heart-warming
Brotherhood.

“I’'ve always had a dream to play a
cowboy on TV,” Jeanes says. “My father
and grandfather were cowboys. It was
really cool and a great experience. I
think the biggest challenge for an actor
is to touch people emotionally, and that
commercial connected with a lot of folks,
especially horse lovers and women.”

Armed with an English degree,

Jesse Heiman headed to Hollywood in
2000 to try to make it as a screenwriter,
but thanks to a popular YouTube video,
he’s become known as the World’s Greatest
Extra — capped by his performance in

last year’s GoDaddy Super Bowl ad as the
cherubic, curly-haired nerd who kissed
asupermodel.

“It was a phenomenal, life-changing
experience for me,” Heiman says. “But I
didn’t realize what impact it was going to
have until I went to the preview in Times
Square and they showed it on one of the
big screens while thousands of people
watched. But yes, it’s true; we had to do
61 takes before we got the kiss right.”

Heiman made out with Israeli fashion
model Bar Refaeli, who was No.1on
Maxim’s Hot 100 list for 2012. He played a
Go Daddy tech named Walter who kissed
Refaeli to show how the domain-name
registrar merges smart and sexy. Go Daddy
wanted a “lovable geek” for its Perfect
Match commercial. But for Heiman, 35,
it’s become his most recognized role
despite extensive credits in movies and TV.
Usually, he’s an extra in the background.

“Nerds are cool now,” Heiman says.
“When I got to Los Angeles, a friend told
me that I had the right look and to try out
as an extra. I got my first acting job within
amonth.”

His breakout role was Petey in
American Pie 2 and his first speaking role
was on the short-lived TV show Maybe It’s
Me. Other credits include the “concession
kid” in The Mindy Project, a “member of
Wil Wheaton’s entourage” on The Big Bang
Theory and a “water fountain kid” on Parks
and Recreation.

“The Super Bowl ad changed the way
people perceive me, so I am getting more
chances at better roles,” Heiman says.

Recently, he played Jody in As I Lay
Dying with James Franco and he will
appear as the babysitter in Neighbors,
starring Seth Rogan and Zac Efron set for
asummer release. He’s also the subject
of adocumentary, Jesse Heiman: World’s
Greatest Extra, made by filmmakers
who are raising money on Kickstarter.

“You can make a living in Hollywood
as an extra if you work steady, and so far
I’'ve been lucky,” Heiman says. “If I fit the
category they’re looking for, they’ll call
me, but I'm still auditioning all the time.
I’ve been doing it for 13 years so it’s my
career and my future. They always need
anerd to pick on.”

Heiman has appeared several times
on the TV show Do Over, which takes
place in his hometown of Newton, Mass.,
near Boston. In 1989, his family moved
to Austin, where he attended Westlake
High School.

Jeanes, who graduated from Humble
High School, earned a marketing degree at
Texas State in 2003 to please his mother
and worked for a year in the corporate
world, before pursuing his childhood
dream of being an actor. He moved to New
York City with a Humble classmate.

“I worked so far off off off Broadway
the theaters were in New Jersey,” Jeanes
says. “I did that for a couple of years and
then decided to try my luck in Los Angeles.
Iimmediately got work doing print ads
and from there it wasn’t much of aleap to
do TV ads. I've stuck with commercials
because I know how hard it is to make a

living as an extra. And I use the marketing
degree every day because as an actor,
you’re always having to market yourself.”

He played Neil Armstrong in
Transformers 3: Dark of the Moon and
he recently made a horror movie, Dark
Amazon. Mostly, though, he’s appeared in
commercials for companies such as True
Credit.com, Nintendo, Castrol Motor
0il, Taco Bueno and Long John Silver’s.
Recently, he did a Kia car commercial.

When the audition for the Budweiser
commercial came along, Jeanes thought it
was just another job.

“Then I got the call back and they had
me show up at these horse stables in Santa
Monica,” Jeanes says. “They brought out
this big old draft horse and I just naturally
nuzzled him on the nose. And I think
that’s what got me the part because none
of the other actors trying out were that
comfortable with horses and I had grown
up around them.”

This year, Jeanes was back in one of
the most popular Super Bowl TV ads with
the Budweiser Clydesdales and a new
addition — a cute yellow lab puppy who
falls for one of the big horses. Jeanes as the
horse trainer must deal with a pesky puppy
from a neighboring farm who wants only

to be with his big friend.
— Dan R. Goddard

Check It Out

View the 2013 Super Bowl TV ads featuring
Bobcats Don Jeanes and Jesse Heiman on
YouTube:

Budweiser ‘Brotherhood’
http://bit ly/117kYcH

Go Daddy Nerd kiss
http://bit.ly/MlYrcN
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THE FRESHMAN CLASS FOR FALL 2013 POSES IN FRONT OF THE UNDERGRADUATE ACADEMIC CENTER.

When it comes to growth at Texas State,
records fall. Frequently. In fact, for each of
the last 16 academic years, Texas State has
reached anew high in enrollment.

But a peek inside the 2013 fall enrollment
record of 35,568 students reveals even more
noteworthy figures.

The number of incoming freshmen
jumped nearly 22 percent from the previous
fall; new master’s students increased by
nearly 7 percent; and Hispanics and African
Americans accounted for an all-time high of
38 percent of the student body, 3 percentage
points higher than fall 2012.

Besides the enrollment boost, Texas
State also posted a 3.7 percentage point
jump in its graduation rate when comparing
the freshman class of 2007 with the 2006

8 hillviews SPRING 2014

class. The university had the fifth-highest
graduation rate among Texas’ 38 public
universities in 2013.

“Increasing the graduation rate by
almost 4 percentage points in one year is
remarkable, and demonstrates that our
campus retention efforts are working
well,” says Michael Heintze, associate vice
president for enrollment management and
marketing.

Texas State has more than two dozen
retention initiatives and for the last few
years has ramped up its advising, counseling,
academic coaching and tutoring activities.

In 2012, it opened a new Personalized
Academic and Career Exploration (PACE)
Center. And incoming freshmen are required
to participate in one-on-one advising and

“For several years now, we
have increased recruiting
efforts and leveraged
assets designed to attract
more students with
diverse backgrounds.”

—Eugene Bourgeois

counseling sessions in the center, beginning
at new student orientation and continuing
their first year of college.

Incoming freshmen numbered 5,181,
which was 930 more than the number



Enrollment spike leads to new highs in diversity

35,568

Number of students enrolled
in fall 2013.

23,865

Applications for freshman
admission, 11% higher than 2012

HIGHEST

graduation rate among
Texas’ 38 public universities

enrolled a year earlier — and well above the
previous high of 4,459 in 2011.

The jump was paced by two key factors:
arecord 23,865 applications for admission,
which was 11 percent higher than the
previous year; and a nearly 3 percentage
point increase in the number of admitted
students who actually enrolled.

Eugene Bourgeois, Texas State’s provost
and vice president for academic affairs, says
the dramatic enrollment increase could
be linked to the university’s expanded
programming and degree offerings, and to its
rising research profile.

The university recently added a nursing
master’s program, and 10 of Texas State’s 12
doctoral programs have been added since
2002. At the undergraduate level, programs
in engineering and in the College of Health

Incoming freshmen jumped
from previous fall

Numbering 5, 181 which is 930
more than enrolled in 2012.

New master’s students increased

7%0

from previous fall

3RD

Hispanics and African Americans
accounted for an all-time high of

38%

of the student body

STH

Texas State had the third-highest percentage increase
in enrollment among Texas’ 10 largest universities, and
remained the state’s fifth-largest university

Professions in general have accounted for a
significant boost in enrollment in the past
few years alone, Bourgeois adds.

Additionally, the university has been
ramping up its research activities, becoming
one of the state’s eight Emerging Research
Universities and opening a research and
commercialization center, known as STAR
Park, in 2012.

The overall student body in fall 2013 was
the university’s most diverse ever.

Hispanic students accounted for 37
percent of entering freshmen, compared with
32 percent in fall 2012. Incoming African
American freshmen comprised 11 percent of
starting freshmen, which was an increase of
1 percentage point over the previous year.

Texas State’s enrollment more closely
mirrors the state’s changing demographics,

but the dramatic shift didn’t happen without
intensified efforts to achieve greater diversity
within the student body, Bourgeois says.

“For several years now, we have
increased recruiting efforts and leveraged
assets designed to attract more students with
diverse backgrounds,” says Bourgeois.

Besides recruiting more heavily in
the state’s major urban areas and in South
Texas, the university also has increased the
number of interactions between university
admissions officials and high school guidance
counselors in those areas, he adds.

Texas State remained the state’s fifth-
largest university, and had the third-highest
percentage increase in enrollment among
Texas’ 10 largest universities.

— Matt Flores
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Malawi’s President Banda

Education, politics and empowerment of women

rom San Marcos to Africaitis
approximately 9,100 miles, but the
road to a more prosperous future
for the Republic of Malawi may very
well pass through Texas State University.
During a September 19 visit to campus,
Malawi’s President Joyce Banda made it
clear she does not want aid; she wants trade
through an exchange of resources and has no
intention of relenting until the job is done.

“Fifty percent of Malawians are
living under poverty, so for me that is not
acceptable; 675 women died giving birth.
Now we have reduced that figure to 460, not
that 460 is anything to be proud of, but it is
an improve-ment from 675,” President Banda
says. “That is what keeps me going; as long
as there is still work to do, I shall go to do
work, and I will continue working until the
jobisdone.”

Banda was visiting the university to
deliver the 2013 Grosvenor Distinguished
Lecture, addressing some 200 members of
the university and community in a wide-
ranging talk that touched on education,
politics and the empowerment of women.
She became Malawi’s first woman president
in 2012 following a tumultuous political
period that resulted in the ousting of several
key government figures.

“Africais ready for female leadership.

T have been pleasantly surprised myself
because Africa, all along, has seemed tobe a
tyrannical society where they never created
room for women. But I find that [women]
have overtaken most countries, including
[the United States],” Banda says. “I have
said it before, and I will say it now: I am very
excited about what I am seeing.”

Malawi has more than 10,000 students
qualified to pursue higher education, but only
1,000 university slots are available for them.
Some Texas State faculty members believe
the time is right to begin a collaborative
effort with the African nation that could lead
to a faculty and student exchange. Dr. Ron
Hagelman, associate chair of the Department
of Geography, is part of this group.

“We are acampus that is very ambitious,
we are growing and have a tremendous amount
of investment in creating and expanding what
our campus does, particularly when it relates
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President Joyce Banda, the first female leader
of Malawi, addressed an audience during a
September visit to the campus.

toresearch and international work,” says
Hagelman. “We have an opportunity to add
this to the many other initiatives on campus.
That has people all the way up to the president’s
office excited about the prospects because it
matches the larger agenda of the university.”

The centers of excellence that the
university maintains target a variety of
issues that plague Malawi; from irrigation to
agricultural production, urbanization and
energy production, the strengths of Texas
State match the weaknesses of Malawi.

This could promote an exchange for social,
geographical and economic development.

“If you look at [Malawi’s] climate and
resource base, it is environmentally similar
to Central Texas and parts of the Southwest,”
Hagelman says. “There is a tremendous
difference in development, but when you look
at some of the environmental challenges that
are faced there; they’re very similar to the
ones faced here.”

Hagelman maintains that Texas State
students will eventually have international
opportunities that previous students
never had.

“One imagines that there will be
opportunities for undergraduate and
graduate students of all genders to help

“That is what keeps me

going; as long as there is
still work to do, I shall
go to do work, and will
continue working until
the job is done.”

— Malawi President Joyce Banda

participate in projects. If you have students
who are particularly focused on the idea of
gender equity, this will give them another
opportunity on campus,” Hagelman says.
“We may not be focused specifically on
gender equity, but by interacting with [the
government of Malawi and president Banda]
we would find ourselves creating many
opportunities for the university and Malawi.”
Though the progress is slow in coming,
President Banda’s historic visit holds
possibilities. Discussions continue with
Malawi’s government, but such factors
as funding, availability and advocacy
remain barriers.

— Mariah Medina



Patrick Kennedy

Advocate for mental health reform, benefits

hey often are the signature of
combat or the aftermath of a
traumatic event. They also have
been characterized by a lack of self-
control or a rollercoaster of emotions, but for
years mental health disorders have been the
elephant in the room for many Americans.

Former U.S. Rep. Patrick Kennedy
strayed just slightly from the seriousness
of the topic on Oct. 8 as he was the featured
speaker for the LBJ Distinguished Lecture
Series at Texas State.

Kennedy’s lecture was part of the
university’s Common Experience theme for
2013-14, which is “Minds Matter: Exploring
Mental Health and Illness.” The Common
Experience comprises an array of events
and activities centered on a common theme
throughout the academic year.

Kennedy began with a series of anecdotes
to lighten the gloom surrounding the topic of
mental health.

“I took my little moment to lobby because
I'm no longer a member of Congress, so no
one listens to me anymore,” Kennedy jokes.
“I got near [Texas State University President
Denise Trauth], and whenever I'm near a
president I try to lobby, so I was trying to
pitch sober housing because I'm somebody
who is currently in recovery. I was actually in
rehab even before I went to college, which is
something that is happening to a lot of young
people today.”

Behind Happy Faces: Taking Charge
of Your Mental Health was distributed
to freshmen during student orientation.
Written by Ross Szabo and Melanie Hall, the
textisincorporated into a university seminar
course curriculum with the goal of meeting
the transitional needs of new students.

The National Institute of Mental Health
reports that one in four people 18 years or
older carries a diagnosable mental illness
within a given year. The statistic troubles
biology freshman Kylie Rivera.

“I think coming forward about mental
illness is extremely difficult for affected
people because they feel that others will look
at them differently if they find out,” Rivera
said following the lecture.

Kennedy’s misunderstanding of mental
illness meant he was reluctant to come

to terms with his ailment on his first visit

to arehabilitation center. He knew the
repercussions it would have on his political
career, but after ignoring the symptoms, he
became worse. Kennedy returned to arehab
facility and it was then that he realized the
importance of treating mental illnesses as
he would any other illness.

“Just like diabetes, cancer,
cardiovascular disease — it’s a lot cheaper
and better for the patient, if you do early
screening,” Kennedy says. “The way we treat
mental health today is like if we were to treat
diabetes this way, you’d have to amputate
someone’s leg, or they went blind.

“Of course we couldn’t imagine doing
that to someone with diabetes, but that’s how
we treat mental health; we wait until they’re
psychotic and in terrible shape before we
treat them.”

While health care reform is high on
the political agenda, the proposed reforms
address many facets of health care with
the exception of mental health. Kennedy,
who worked to pass mental health parity
legislation, was not successful until his
proposal was placed onto the hastily
approved Emergency Economic Stabilization
Act of 2008. Kennedy’s bill became the
Mental Health Parity & Addition Equity Act.

The son of Sen. Edward “Ted” Kennedy,
Patrick Kennedy represented Rhode Island
from 1995 until his retirement in 2011.

“I was the youngest member of Congress,
from the smallest state and in the minority
party,” Kennedy recalls. “But I got to put my
name No. 1 on the [mental parity] bill, and
then I realized ‘how tragic, that I am the guy’

“That tells you how bad it is, that there
is no one else to champion the cause but me;
no one with a lot of gray hair, seniority and
prestige wanted to put their name first.”

Since the approval of the 2008 economic
stabilization package, legislation enforcing
mental health parity has not been enacted.
Kennedy cites the lack of advocacy and
the current health care reform battle with
private insurers as a reason for the holdup.

“The fact that legislation has yet to be
passed is disappointing,” Rivera says. “So
many people could be taking advantage of the
mental health parity benefits and this could

Patrick Kennedy greets audience members
following the LBJ Distinguished Lecture.

“I was the youngest
member of Congress,
from the smallest state
and in the minority party.
But I got to put my name
No. 1 on the [mental
health parity] bill.”

—Patrick Kennedy

potentially change tens of thousands of lives.”

Junior peer mentor Oscar Reyes believes
that promoting mental health education
will not only get students talking about the
subject, but help them to devise healthy plans
of action.

“I think that mental health isn’t
discussed as much as it should be,” Reyes says.
“It’s something people don’t want to deal
with, or something they feel uncomfortable
talking about and the fact that it is the theme
for the Common Experience this year is great
because it’s something that people need to be
aware of and realize that it is areal issue that
needs to be dealt with.”

— Mariah Medina
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Art installation tells the

The TeXaS DOOI' story of early Texas history

Spat-lish sculptor Miguel Zapata created th,‘-&ial_‘. Texas Door for the.™
Performing Arts Center. The 12-foot-tall bronze artwork features
bas-reliefvignettes about the state’s early history.
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Prominent Spanish sculptor Miguel Zapata dreamed for more than a
decade about creating a monumental door that would tell the story of
Texas. He got his chance when Texas State University commissioned his
giant Texas Door for the new Performing Arts Center. Sadly, it would be
his last major commissioned work. Zapata died February 3 in Madrid,
Spain, following a battle with cancer.

Installed on a wall near the entrance, the 12-foot-tall bronze door
features bas-relief vignettes about the state’s early history, such as the
surrender of Mexican Gen. Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, and portraits
of Gen. Sam Houston and Col. William Barrett Travis.

Texas Door is the latest addition to Texas State’s campus art
program, which now includes more than 200 works around the
campus, says Dr. Timothy P. Mottet, dean, College of Fine Arts and
Communication. Some works were given to the university; others
were paid for through institutional funds.

“Eventually, we hope to establish Texas State as a destination for
art,” Mottet says. “We’re currently working on a database of all the art
works available on campus so that people can use their mobile devices to
access information about each work. We hope to have this ready by the
spring of 2015. There’s always been art on the Texas State campus, but
now we’re working on cataloging everything we have and making the
information available to the public.”

James Surls, perhaps the best-known living Texas sculptor, has
been commissioned by Texas State to create a 40-foot-tall bronze vase

and flowers to be installed next summer in the courtyard of the new
campus housing complex. The courtyard between Chautauqua and
Gaillardia Residence Halls is home to the interactive, glow-in-the-dark
Fish Bellies by Blessing Hancock and Joe O’Connell. River of Leaves by
Daniel Goldstein is suspended from the North Housing Community
Building lobby’s ceiling.

McCoy Hall, home to the Emmett and Miriam McCoy College
of Business Administration, boasts sculptures, paintings, weavings,
stoneware and ceramic tile works by well-known contemporary Texas
artists, including Texas State art faculty members Beverly Penn and
Roger Colombik. The largest collection of art on campus can be found on
all four floors of the Undergraduate Academic Center.

The Texas Door was inspired after Zapata created doors for the
Church of Our Savior/La Iglesia del Salvador in his hometown of Cuenca,
Spain. Beginning in the 1980s, he divided his time between Spain and
Dallas while showing his work at galleries and museums around the
world. Ranging from the golden age of Spanish art to modern metal
sculpture, Zapata used techniques derived from Greco-Roman art and
architecture and the Italian Renaissance. He first carved the Texas Doorin
Styrofoam and then used the “lost-wax” technique to cast it into bronze.

— Dan R. Goddard

Vacant lot?
No problem, giftit

What does a cluster of vacant lots in the rural, seaside
community of Magnolia Beach and a home flanked by a
park and a golf course in Houston have in common?

If you guessed vacation destinations, guess again.

They both were properties given to Texas State and since
have produced proceeds to help improve the university.

One set of proceeds was used to establish an endowed
research chair in the College of Liberal Arts while the other
was used to help construct the Strutters’ Gallery at Bobcat
Stadium.

Both properties were assets deeded to the Texas State
University Support Foundation, a nonprofit corporation
that for more than 40 years has been helping the university
enhance its facilities, faculty and staff, research activities
and other scholarly undertakings. The foundation sold the
properties to produce income for the endowed chair and
the gallery.

Among other projects, the Support Foundation also
has helped create the Randy N. and Janice M. Young
Scholarship for Advancement of Science and Education
and has helped acquire a recording studio for Texas State’s
Sound Recording Technology degree program.

The recording studio, renovated from the old San
Marcos fire station, was a key acquisition for the university,
says William Nance, vice chairman of the Support
Foundation and Texas State’s vice president for finance
and support services.

The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board was
unwilling to approve the Sound Recording Technology
degree program because the university didn’t own its
own studio; and at the same time, it would not authorize
the university’s purchase of the renovated studio because
the university did not have a degree program in sound
recording.

“The Support Foundation stepped up and purchased
the studio for the university’s use so that the degree
program proposal could be approved,” recalls Nance.

In 2009 the sale of property in southeast Houston
given by David and Julianne Hunt helped with the
construction of the Strutters’ Gallery in Bobcat Stadium,
which was expanded in 2012.

In 2006, land in Calhoun County gifted to the
university from Dr. Carla Underhill and Dr. Paul Kens was
sold to establish the Underhill-Kens Research Chair in
Liberal Arts.

“We are the arm that takes on property when people
want to give it to the university,” says Stanley Naumann,
the foundation board’s chairman. “We get through all the
rules and regulations so that we can dispose of the property
and turn it into proceeds for the university.”

— Matt Flores
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Twin galleries 1 & 2

Teaching students and engaging the public

Equal parts showcase, laboratory and teaching facility, the University
Galleries in the Joann Cole Mitte Building are the home for
contemporary art on the Texas State University campus, featuring
about 20 exhibits a year by regional and national artists, art faculty,
alumni and students. Besides presenting challenging exhibits, the
twin galleriesin the School of Art & Design are used to teach students
how the art world works and to engage the public with the university.

“Another important role we play is to support the curriculum
across the campus and to bring in students who aren’t art majors,” says
Mary Mikel Stump, gallery director and curator. “This year we have
exhibits focusing on mental health and illness, which is being studied
campus-wide. But we try to explore these topics in nonlinear ways
through contemporary exhibits, which provide new ways for students
to think about issues that they aren’t likely to find
in textbooks.”

For example, the winter exhibit Pattern Language by San
Francisco artist Laurie Frick and James Sterling Pitt of Austin spans
neuroscience, data and art by transforming information about daily
living and observation into visual patterns. Pitt uses his drawings to
deal with his loss of short-term memory because of an accident. Frick
is anationally known artist who created a public art piece for Texas
State that can be found on the second floor of the Undergraduate
Academic Center.

“We don’t want to be just aregional gallery, so we often pair
nationally known artists with Texas artists to show how the work
relates,” Stump says. “I'm proud of the reputation we’ve earned around
the state for presenting provocative exhibits that have been critically
acclaimed and attract art lovers from around the state.”

The University Galleries [1] & [2] are celebrating their 10th
anniversary in the state-of-the-art, 4,600-square-foot facility. The

two large galleries with 18-foot ceilings and museum-quality lighting
usually have separate, but related shows. Public programming
includes visiting artists’ lectures, performances, panel discussions,
symposia, films, critiques and workshops.

Dr. Timothy P. Mottet, dean of the College of Fine Arts and
Communication, says the University Galleries are programmed to
make contemporary art more accessible to students and visitors.

“Alot of people are dismissive of contemporary art because
they don’t understand how to approach it,” Mottet says. “But Mary
Mikel Stump is always available and does a great job of making
contemporary art accessible to people, even if you don’t know a lot
about art. These are working galleries, but they serve the university’s
broader educational mission.”

Visiting artists are given the chance to experiment, often creating
works specially designed to fit within the space for their exhibits,
Stump says. Students learn how to install works, do publicity and host
receptions during the regular BFA and M.F.A. exhibits at the end of
each semester. Art faculty and alumni also have regular showcases. An
All Student Juried Exhibition is open to all students who are taking art
classes regardless of major.

“The programs and exhibitions presented by the Texas State
Galleries are excellent both in their scope and their quality,” says Gina
McDaniel Tarver, assistant professor of art history. “The number
of shows we have annually is phenomenal. Mary Mikel and her staff
work constantly installing, de-installing and arranging for exhibition
openings and visiting artist lectures. Many times, the artists showing
work will come to install, and our students who are part of the gallery
staff then have the wonderful opportunity of working with them and
seeing firsthand how professional artists do their job.”

— Dan R. Goddard

The two exhibits will run March 17-April 11.

Upcoming Exhibits

University Galleries are open 9 a.m:-10 p.m. daily, admission is free:
Formore info: www.txstgalleries.org or call (512) 245-2647

Lauren E. Simonutti
The Devil’s Alphabet

Featuring haunting photographs
by the artist who struggled with
abipolar disorder and died

in 2012.

Richard Martinez
iPaintingsforNow!

Shaped abstract paintings
by the former San Antonio
resident who now lives in
‘Walla Walla, Wash.
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Wanda Montemayor (above) partnered with ceramics artist Lisa Orr along with schools
and nonprofits to create a tiled mosaic of Deep Eddy, Texas’ oldest community swimming
pool. An Austin native, she earned a master’s degree in professional counseling in 2007.
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Deep Eddy

Wanda Montemayor’s mural
project makes a splash

For many artists, isolation is the key to creativity. But the
opposite is true for former art teacher Wanda Montemayor, a
Texas State University alumnus who has included thousands
of others in her community art projects.

“It’s not about me. Community art is not about any one
person,” says Montemayor, who has spearheaded six large-
scale murals and many more small-scale community projects.

“It’s about us as a team, and our message as acommunity
and each one of us having an important message,” she says.

That philosophy is seen in a 1,200-square-foot mural
at Deep Eddy Pool in Austin, where in 2007 Montemayor
partnered with ceramics artist Lisa Orr and seven schools
and nonprofit groups to create a tiled mosaic of Texas’ oldest
swimming pool.

The five-year project, which was unveiled in 2011, served
as an art thesis for Montemayor. She earned a master’s degree
in professional counseling from Texas State in 2007 after
receiving her post-master’s certification in art therapy from
the Dallas Art Therapy Institute.

Butithad a much larger impact as a community effort.
Thousands of students from local schools created more
than 40,000 tiles and pieces of glass to tell the history
of the 100-year-old pool, and volunteers from nonprofit
organizations installed them.

“My intention was to make something that was very
Austin, and to take something that was hidden, had so much
history and open it up to the whole city again and make it
acitywide project,” says Montemayor, now a counselor at
O. Henry Middle School in Austin, less than a mile away
from the venerable pool.

In between visiting local businesses to raise $10,000 for
the project, Montemayor trained local teachers on the history
of the pool so their students would understand “how special
their tile was going to be.”

What was originally a swimming hole on the Colorado
River became a concrete swimming pool in 1915 and resort
in the 1920s. The City of Austin purchased the property for
$10,000 in 1935. The bathhouse was rebuilt by the Works
Progress Administration after a flood destroyed it. A
popular public pool today, Deep Eddy is listed on the
National Register of Historic Places.

“It’s kind of my reminder of, if you dream it, it can
happen,” she says. “We had three and a half years of no



funding, and just a vision that we could make something so
beautiful on this wall that will stay there forever.”

Art came naturally to Montemayor, an Austin native
who suffered from dyslexia as a child and struggled with
writing. She found enjoyment in drawing and working with
clay, until she discovered mosaics.

“I moved to mosaic because it allowed me to have so
much more connection with people and messages,” says
Montemayor, 37.

A self-described “military brat,” Montemayor chose to
move closer to her roots when it came time for college.

“I could have gone other places, but I loved the feeling of
San Marcos,” she says. “I loved the campus. I just loved the
river, the energy, and the programs.”

“Texas State gave me the foundation of education with
my bachelor of arts education,” says Montemayor, whose
daughter is an undergraduate at the university. “I really
believed that when I left, I knew how to teach.”

But when she entered the classroom as an art teacher,
Montemayor learned a few things, too.

“Inoticed that when I would do these large-scale
murals, I saw the change in my students’ lives,” she says.
“Especially middle school students, I just saw their
self-esteem and interest levels raise. They were feeling
important. And I just thought that was transforming.

“Then, as a graduate student, I realized what I really
wanted to do was group counseling and make art with
groups of people,” she says. “The therapy surrounding it and
just the act of making art with someone is so therapeutic.”

3

Volunteers workon the Deep Eddy Mural, a
five-yearproject that was unveiled in 2011.

More recently, Montemayor partnered with residents of
Oak Hill, acommunity in southwest Austin, where wildfires
damaged 100 acres and dozens of homes in 2011. Their
mosaic wall, titled The Phoenix Rising, showcases hand-
painted ceramic tiles designed by the community’s students,
police, firefighters and local officials.

“People had lost their homes and they didn’t have
insurance. In the beginning of that project, they would cry
after making the tiles,” Montemayor says. “By the end, they
were able to see it and remind themselves about the heroes
and survival. Their tears turned to laughter and joy. It was
really about celebrating their survivorship of the Oak Hill
community.”

“It’s kind of my reminder of,
if you dream it, it can happen.”

—Wanda Montemayor

Montemayor’s future goals include working with
military veterans on a mural and helping her students and
co-workers design tiles for a project on their campus.

“It’s all about everyone having a voice and purpose,” she
says. “The more people you have that are helping and own it,
the more powerful it can be.”

— Natalie Chandler | Photos courtesy Deep Eddy Mural Project

On the Web: www.deepeddymural.org and www.deepeddy.org
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Learning to communicate

MISTIC Program helps children, adults
from Mexico overcome language disorders
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For 4-year-old fraternal twins Mariana and
Anapaula, there is nothing simple about
everyday communication.

The sisters from Saltillo, Mexico, struggle
each day with expressing themselves and being
understood.

Neither has been diagnosed with a specific
communication disorder, but they clearly
are living with developmental disorders
characterized by speech delay and sensory
processing issues. Although they are at an age
when most children are communicating in clear
sentences, Mariana and Anapaula have difficulty
invocalizing a simple thought.

For two years, their parents sought help
unsuccessfully in Mexico.

That was until the summer of 2013, when
they were connected with a Texas State program
that has been able to enhance the twins’ abilities
to communicate after undergoing intensive
treatment through a program at the Speech-
Language-Hearing Clinic known as MISTIC.

MISTIC, which stands for Multicultural
Intensive Speech-Language Therapy
Intervention Clinic, provides treatment
for children and adults in Mexico with
communication disorders who might otherwise
go through life without ever having their
condition diagnosed.

Since they have undergone therapy,
the children have improved their ability to
communicate through speech, signing and
gesturing, and have even improved their social
skills and ability to more effectively interact
with their parents and others.



“They have been more aware of each
other; they are learning to take turns in
activities; and they are very happy to interact
with us,” says their mother, Veronica, who
asks that their last names not be used.

The program launched in the summer
of 2012 at Texas State after the director
at a Monterrey, Mexico, clinic identified
aneed for professionals who could
diagnose such disorders. It pairs Texas
State communication disorder clinicians,
faculty members and graduate students
with Mexican patients who are dealing with
varying degrees of communications issues.

Part of the problem in Mexico is
that often times, those who suffer from
communication disorders are never
accurately diagnosed because there is a
dearth of specialists to screen individuals
for such disorders, says Margarita Ramos,
director of Pro-Ed Latino-Americano, the
Monterrey-based clinic.

“There are no speech language pathology
programs in Mexico,” Ramos says. “We were
looking for places to provide services that our
clinic couldn’t provide.”

Mariana and Anapaula were among
more than two dozen patients who have
come from Mexico over the past two years
to benefit from Texas State’s Department of
Communication Disorders project. Although
the MISTIC program specifically serves
patients from Mexico, other communication
disorder specialists in the university
department serve patients from throughout

“Ideally, I would like

to provide a program
like MISTIC in

Mexico because these
communications
disorders are such

a huge issue there.
Imagine what kind of
impact that we could
have over the long term.”

—Margarita Ramos

Texas with similar conditions.

Mexican patients sometimes go through
Ramos to seek treatment and then are
referred to the MISTIC program, which
arranges a four-day intensive diagnostic and
treatment session at the Texas State campus
during the summer. Faculty and students
diagnose the problem, begin treating it, and
then train the patient’s family members
to extend the therapy to help the patient
address their condition.

Graduate students, under the
supervision of faculty clinicians, are
part of the diagnostic and treatment
process, which gives them an invaluable
training experience.

After the intensive in-house assessment
and treatment process, a series of follow-
up “telepractice” sessions take place by
video conference to assess progress and

Graduate students Carolina Garza and Alexis Gonzales work with children in the program known as
MISTIC (Multicultural Intensive Speech-language Therapy Intervention Clinic). The program pairs
youth from Mexico with faculty and students from the Department of Communication Disorders.

adjust treatments as necessary, says Maria
Resendiz, who along with Clarissa
Rodriguez is co-director of the MISTIC
program. Resendiz also is an assistant
professor in Texas State’s Department of
Communication Disorders.

Sometimes the patient has a problem
pronouncing words as a result of an injury;
sometimes it’s a speech impairment; other
times it may be a child who has alearning or
intellectual disability; or it could be someone
who presents characteristics of autism,
Resendiz says.

The program is a valuable experience for
the patient, who gets professional treatment
that results in an improved quality of life;
and to the graduate students who gain
valuable knowledge and experience treating
individuals with unique disorders from
another country — and in another language.

“The students and clinicians get to work
with families from different cultures and
socioeconomic backgrounds and they are
also exposed to different dialects of Spanish,
which allows them to expand their area of
service delivery,” Resendiz says.

Response to the program has been
overwhelming, Resendiz says. Through word
of mouth alone, the program is generating
interest from more families than there
is space available. In the first summer, 13
patients were treated, while 12 patients were
treated in the program’s second year.

Resendiz said program officials are
hoping to expand the program so that more
patients could be helped, but that will take
time and resources.

“Ideally, I would like to provide a
program like MISTIC in Mexico because
these communications disorders are such
ahuge issue there. Imagine what kind of
impact that we could have over the long

term,” Ramos says.
— Matt Flores
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Students from the Texas State Merge Dance Company
rehearse on the Patti Strickel Harrison Theatre stage

The Recital Hall

his spring, the Performing Arts Center becomes the newest venue where students,

faculty and visiting performers can showcase their talents. The signature building

serves as a majestic entryway onto campus along its southern perimeter at

University Drive and Moon Street, and the center’s 400-seat theatre and 300-seat
recital hall will be home to theatre performances, music recitals, choral ensembles, and
operatic programs. The center has been called a learning laboratory for music students
and an exciting addition to the growing theatre program.

The School of Music and the Department of Theatre and Dance are two of the five
academic units that make up the College of Fine Arts and Communication. The others are
Communication Studies, Journalism & Mass Communication, and Art & Design. Dean
Timothy Mottet often touts the college as “Five Units, One Direction,” explaining that
the college moves in one direction to the benefit of faculty, staff and students. Within
the pages of this issue we focus on a few of these signature contributions of the college. &
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