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ARE YOUR DATA CATEGORICAL 
OR CONTINUOUS? 

Do you have just 2 possible 
categories? 

CATEGORICAL 
(There are only a limited 

number of possible values 
the variable can take) 

CONTINUOUS 
(The data look like 
numbers along a 

continuum) 

Does your variable have an 
absolute zero? 

Can the categories be arranged 
in logical order? 

Your data are 

NOMINAL 
Your data are 

RATIO 
Your data are 

ORDINAL 
Your data are 

INTERVAL 
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